
PARKS AND OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
June 4, 2014 

3:00 p.m. 
 

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
Conference Room 4 

 
 
1. Call to Order/Introduction of Guests 
 
 
2. Approval of Minutes dated April 2, 2014 
 
 
3. Approval of Agenda dated June 4, 2014 
 
 
4. Howell Dog Park Update (see attached April and May reports) 
 
 
5. Fillmore County Park Update 

Fillmore Park Subcommittee (Rubin, Arens, LaBelle, Kline-Hudson, Barb) 
 

• Wrap-up meeting with LAP consultants 

• Signage/Livingston County Foundation: establish sub-committee 

• Bioreserve Site Assessment with Huron River Watershed Council 
 
 
6. Lutz County Park Update 

 
 

7. Historical Committee Update 
 
 
8. Other  
 
 
9. Items for Discussion on Next Agenda 
 
 
10. Adjournment 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



To: Livingston County Parks and Open Space Committee 
From: Steve Manor, Friends of Countryside Veterinarian Dog Park 
Date: April 3, 2014 
Subj: Update on the Dog Park 
 
I’m sorry I missed your committee meeting yesterday. Kathleen gave the correct 
date but I put it on my calendar on the wrong date. I had it listed for Thursday, April 
3 rather than Wednesday. Totally my fault. 
 
At this time our fund has increased from the last time I was at your meeting. In the 
last week we have received a donation of $1,000 from Thai Summit and a pledge of 
$1,000 from Maple Square, which is an apartment under construction on N. Latson 
Rd. They advertise themselves as a pet friendly development and appreciate that 
their clients will have access to a dog park. I’m sure they will include it in their 
advertising for clients. In addition we have received lesser donations from future 
users of the park. 
 
Committee members staffed an information table at the Chamber’s Home Show 
March 21‐23 and solicited donations and dispensed information. We received very 
favorable responses. The most common questions were about when it will open 
and where is it to be located. 
 
Through the efforts of Erv Suida of the City of Howell, we were able to get the 
cement work done at the site either at cost or donated by private contractors. 
Original bids listed the work at $6,000 to $7,000 and it cost us $3,148. 
 
We have continued our search for a fencing contractor that would give us a better 
price. So far the best price we’ve gotten is just under $20,000. And that price 
doesn’t include the cost of the electronic gate control system, which is another 
$3,600. Plus we need an estimated $2,500 for maintenance costs. 
 
In summary, we’re still $4‐$5,000 away from our needed funds. 
 
The Howell Rotary Club has agreed to host a golf outing for us with the proceeds 
going to the Park. That event is Friday, June 27 at Chemung Hills. Any help that 
members of your committee could provide would be appreciated. We need golfers, 
sponsors, etc. Any leads for sponsors you could give me would be appreciated. 
 
If you have any questions please contact me at teach34@comcast.net or call me at 
546 6382. I will make every effort to report again at your Wednesday, May 7 
meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TO:  Paul Rogers, Director 
Howell Area Parks and Recreation Authority 

 
FROM: Friends of the Dog Park 
 
DATE:  May 13, 2014 
 
RE:  Funding for the Dog Park/Request for Construction Contract 
 
As of the above date the Friends have solicited and the Authority has collected a total of $29,209 
for the construction and one year maintenance of the proposed Countryside Veterinarian Dog 
Park.   
 
Additionally, we have pledges of $1,000 still outstanding. 
 
We have expended a total of $4,400 on items ranging from attorney fees to cement work. 
 
We have a proposed construction estimate from C & D Fence for a price just under $19,000.  
That price does not include approximately $4,000 for the electronic gate control system. 
 
This places our finances in the following situation: 
 
 Dollars available:  $24,809 
 
 Fence Construction:  $19,000  
 
 Balance remaining:  $   5,809 
 
 Annual Maintenance:  $   2,000 
 
 Balance toward Gate 
 Control System  $   3,809 
 
Our plan is to allow the public to use the park at no fee for the first month it’s open.  We will 
continue to solicit funds and when we have enough to purchase and install the electronic gate 
control system we will initiate the fee/fob system. 
 
Public response to the proposed park has been extremely favorable and gives us every reason to 
believe that there will be more than enough paying patrons to support the annual maintenance 
costs.  Additionally, we have one local entrepreneur who has volunteered to mow the park in 
exchange for use of the park.  This offer would reduce the Authorities cash outlay for 
maintenance.  We are exploring his offer in more detail. 
 
Suggested Motion:  Motion to authorize the Director to negotiate and sign a contract with C & D 
Fence to construct the fencing/gates for the Countryside Veterinarian Dog Park within the 
financial framework listed above. 

 


