
PARKS AND OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
September 2, 2015 

8:30 a.m. 
 

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
Conference Room 4 

 
 
1. Call to Order/Introduction of Guests 
 
 
2. Approval of Minutes dated July 8, 2015 
 
 
3. Approval of Agenda dated September 2, 2015 
 
 
4. Countryside Veterinary Dog Park Update – No Report This Month, See Attached Written 

Report From Steve Manor  
 
 

5. Fillmore County Park Update 
Fillmore Park Subcommittee  

 
 Land Maintenance – signage, weed control, etc.- Chris 
 2016 Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant - Mike 
 Community Foundation Suggestions - Kathleen 

 
 
6. Lutz County Park Update 

 
 Security issues – camera, guardrail, enforcement, etc. – Brian and Chris 
 MMRMA RAP Grant  - October 2015 - Kathleen 

 
 
7. Ladner Property and proposed Landscape Architects & Planners, Inc. scope of work – 

See Attached Written Report From Mike Arens  
 
 

8. Historical Committee Update – No Report This Month 
 

  
9. Other  

 NRPA National Conference - Kathleen  
 
 
10. Items for Discussion on Next Agenda 
 
 
11. Adjournment 
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Countryside Veterinary Dog Park Report 
 
Good Morning Kathleen.  I am unable to attend next Wednesday's meeting of the Parks 
and Open Space Advisory Committee as I will be traveling.   
 
If I may, I can report that things are going well there.  Renewals have been coming in for 
those who had just a one year subscription.  Plus a number of new subscribers have 
joined the users of the Park.  We have had a few dog fights and a couple people 
disputes, as expected.  But it appears that those have worked themselves out. 
 
The Friends of Livingston Dog Parks is planning an Open House for Saturday, Sept. 
19th.  It'll last for about 3 hours (10:00 to 1:00???) for prospective members who 
have been hesitant to subscribe without knowing how their dog would act/react to the 
off-leash environment with other dogs.  The goal is to enlist new subscribers. 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to share. 
 
Steve Manor 
 
 
Report: Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant (MNRTF) Application 
Fillmore County Park 
 
 
From:  Mike Arens, Member, Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee 
 
To:    Livingston County Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee (POSAC) 
 
Date:  August 26, 2015 
 
As last discussed on July 8, 2015, in preparation for resubmitting our Fillmore Park 
Development project to the MNRTF in 2016, it may be helpful to present the project to 
Livingston County’s legislative delegation in advance of our application.  Such a 
meeting would familiarize our representatives with the project and help to gain their 
support.  At its July 8 meeting, the POSAC was willing to let me arrange such a 
meeting. 
 
Project support by our legislators may improve our project’s chances for funding.  Each 
year, the MNRTF Board determines which grant applications it recommends to the 
legislature for funding, based on recommendations from the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources (MDNR).  The MDNR’s recommendations are based on a formal 
application scoring process.  While the MNRTF Board generally follows the MDNR’s 
recommendations, it is not strictly bound by them, and it has exercised discretion in its 
funding recommendations based on input from legislators and MNRTF Board members 
in the past.  
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In July I contacted staff members of the offices of Rep. Hank Vaupel, Rep. Lana Theis, 
and Sen. Joe Hune to arrange a meeting.  Cindy Denby of Rep. Vaupel’s office was 
kind enough to coordinate the schedules of all 3 of Livingston County’s representatives, 
and come up with a mutually workable date.  Between Cindy and Kathleen Kline-
Hudson, we have arranged a meeting for Friday, September 11, 2015 at 3:00 at 
Livingston County’s Administrative Office. 
 
I would plan for the project to be presented by Kathleen and me.  Since at this stage we 
do not expect major changes to the scope and cost of the project, the graphics and 
overall presentation will be similar to presentations we have made in the past.  A copy 
of the email message sent to our legislative delegation is attached, for your information.  
 
Mike Arens 
 
 
Copy of Message to Livingston County’s Legislative Delegation sent on 7/28/15 
Re: Fillmore County Park - Livingston County - 2016 Michigan Natural Resources 
Trust Fund (MNRTF) Grant Application 
 
Dear Members of the Livingston County State Legislative Delegation: 
 
The Livingston County Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee (POSAC) is 
requesting support from Livingston County’s legislative delegation for our planned grant 
application to the MNRTF for a park development project in 2016.  We will be contacting 
your office in the near future to discuss possible meeting dates on which I, along with 
Kathleen Kline- Hudson (Director of the Livingston County Planning Department) and 
members of the POSAC may meet with you and/or your staff to present project details.  
Project overview is as follows. 
 
Project Description: Fillmore County Park is a 198-acre property located in Genoa 
Township at Kellogg Road and McClements Road.  It is currently undeveloped. The 
POSAC has prepared a master plan for the park and is planning an initial phase 
development to include entrance drive, parking lot, multipurpose sports field, restroom 
facility, a 1/2 mile accessible Trail and a 5K nature trail. Conceptual drawings will be 
transmitted to you separately.   
 
Project Justification: This project is important on several levels.  It fulfills a verified need 
for more community park facilities and open space, and it’s location near the county’s 
population center is ideally located to serve the Brighton, Howell and Hartland 
communities.  The project is an excellent example of intergovernmental cooperation, 
with matching fund commitments from Genoa Township, Marion Township and the City  
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of Howell, the Livingston County Foundation, Livingston County, as well as support from 
the Howell Area Parks and Recreation Authority, the Southeast Livingston County 
Recreation Authority, area school districts and several Livingston County agencies. 
  And it sets a standard and a pattern for quality of life improvements at the County 
level, improvements which will grow in importance as Livingston County grows. 
 
Project Amount and Funds Sources: The total project amount in the 2014 MNRTF grant 
application was $344,000. Project funding breakdown is: 
Local Match Commitments: 
Livingston County Foundation:    $35,000 
Genoa Township:        $3,000 
Marion Township:        $3,000 
City of Howell:        $2,000 
Anonymous:            $200 
Livingston County In Kind Contributions:  $32,800 
Livingston County General Funds:   $10,000 
 
Subtotal: Local Match Commitments:   $86,000 
MNRTF Grant Request:               $258,000 
Total Project Amount:               $344,000 
 
2014 MNRTF Application; 2016 Re-Application: The POSAC's 2014 MNRTF grant 
application for this project was not successful.  In part this was due to low point scores 
resulting from high median family income in the County, the park not being located 
precisely in an urban growth boundary, and other factors.  However, the project scored 
near the 2014 funding threshold (285 points out of 400 possible), and two other projects 
the MNRTF recommended for funding had the same point score as ours.  Also, two 
other grants were awarded for projects having lower point scoring.  Although it 
has applied in the past, Livingston County has never received a MNRTF grant.  We 
believe with redoubled effort, plus improvements to the application, we could be 
successful in 2016. We currently anticipate the same project cost and funding 
commitments for the planned 2016 application as were included in the 2014 application, 
but we will continue to seek additional local match funding this year. Application 
deadline will be April 1, 2016 
 
We would like to schedule a meeting in Lansing, or locally if it would be more 
convenient, so that Senator Hune, Representative Vaupel and Representative Theis, 
and/or their staff, can attend our project presentation.  We appreciate your support, and 
we look forward to meeting with you! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Michael Arens, P.E. 
Member, Livingston County Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee 
michael.arens60@gmail.com 
810-599-9370 
cc: Kathleen Kline-Hudson, David Domas, Commissioner, John La Belle, Robert Ford 
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Report: Robert Ladner Property – Draft Master Plan; Discussions Re. Draft 
County Land Donation Policy 
 
 
From:  Mike Arens, Member, Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee 
 
To:    Livingston County Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee (POSAC) 
 
Date:  August 26, 2015 
 
1. Draft Master Plan 
 
At its July 8, 2015 meeting, I suggested to the POSAC that in order to help facilitate 
discussions with Mr. Robert Ladner toward a possible land donation, it may be useful to 
develop a conceptual master plan drawing of a potential park at that location.  The 
drawing would show in schematic terms the plans and uses of the property which the 
parties agree would be mutually acceptable. It would be a tool for further discussions 
with Mr. Ladner, and it would memorialize a final general agreement, if one were to be 
arrived at. Further this drawing, when finalized, could ultimate become an attachment or 
exhibit of an instrument of donation. 
 
The POSAC authorized me to contact Mr. Robert Ford of the consulting firm of 
Landscape Architects & Planners, Inc. (LAP) to request a proposal for such a 
conceptual master plan.   As discussed at the July 8 POSAC meeting, LAP’s scope of 
work would basically be: 
 

- Develop and deliver to POSAC one preliminary master plan drawing based on 
the concepts and ideas provided by the POSAC, Mr. Ladner, and in accordance 
with LAP’s professional judgment  

- Provide recommendations as to park plans and uses in order to best meet the 
mutual needs and wishes of the parties. 

- Teleconference with POSAC as necessary to develop and complete the drawing 
 
The POSAC would: 

- Provide written ideas or concepts of Robert Ladner and of LCPOSAC regarding 
potential plans or uses 

- Provide electronic files of aerial photography from the County's GIS system. 
- Provide LAP with assistance in preparing written any copy to be incorporated in 

the drawing. 
- Undertake all discussions and negotiations with Robert Ladner 

 
After discussions between Mr. Ford and me, LAP submitted a proposal along the lines 
above in the amount of $800, which Kathleen-Kline Hudson will distribute at the 
September 2, 2015 POSAC meeting.   
 
I recommend that the POSAC accept this proposal, and that discussions with Mr. 
Ladner be allowed to continue.  
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2. Discussions with Mr. Ladner Regarding Draft County Land Donation Policy  
 
Also at the July 8 meeting, it was reported that a meeting was held at the property on 
June 23 with Mr. Ladner, along with Cathy O'Sullivan, Kathleen Kline-Hudson, Robert 
Ford and me.  Along with a general discussion about the land and the possible 
donation, we discussed the draft County Land Donation Policy.  A copy was provided to 
Mr. Ladner for his review, to see if he might have any problems with any of the terms as 
they now stand, and if he had any suggestions that might facilitate the donation.   
 
Mr. Ladner later asked questions on some of the terms via email, which I answered.  If 
any member of the POSAC would like to receive a copy of our correspondence, please 
let Kathleen or me know, and we will provide a copy.  At this stage, based on Mr. 
Ladner’s responses to my comments, I don’t see anything that would stand in the way 
of our continued discussions.   
 
Also, Mr. Ladner and Ms. Sullivan have provided videos of digital photos entitled "Riddle 
Farm Walk, June 23, 2015 Around the Old Riddle Homestead".  The first video is of the 
walk we took around the farm.  The second shows the William Riddle home, which is 
located on a separate parcel which surrounded on 3 sides by the Ladner property.  This 
property is currently owned by Mr. Clyde Riley's family, but Mr. Ladner advises that it 
will soon be on the market for sale, due to the recent passing of Mr. Riley. 
 
I recommend that we continue our discussions regarding the Draft Policy, and leave it in 
draft form so that we can address specific issues if and as they arise.  I would suggest  
that the Policy be finalized and forwarded to the County Board with recommendation for 
approval only at such time as a donation becomes imminent.  
 
 
 
Mike Arens 


