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A Message From Your Livingston County Clerk
January 25, 2022

It is my pleasure to submit the Clerk’s 2021 Annual Report. While this year presented 
us with some new and unique challenges, it also provided the opportunity to showcase 
our ability to improve processes and work collaboratively with other departments to 
provide our community with outstanding service.

Our team invested significant time and energy ensuring the County Apportionment 
Commission was able to complete their mandated duties within prescribed 
timeframes. The Apportionment Commission utilized the most open and transparent 
process in its history. I would like to thank Ms. Diane Gregor and Mr. Sandon Lettieri 
for their invaluable assistance to the Apportionment Commission.  

I am proud of the professionalism and hard work of the staff within the Clerk’s Office. 
This annual report summarizes their dedication and commitment to public service. 
However, it would be impossible for us to accomplish all we do without the support 
of many others.  I appreciate the support from my fellow elected officials, our County 
departments, administration, and our Board of Commissioners. It is truly an honor and 
privilege to serve as your Clerk.

 
   Sincerely,

 
   Elizabeth Hundley
   Livingston County Clerk
   Livingston County, Michigan
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Elizabeth Hundley
Livingston County Clerk



"Great service and 
friendly as well!"

Customer comment – 
March 19, 2021

"Everyone was so helpful 
and made a stressful process 

very simple!"
Customer comment 

– August 16, 2021

Division Overview
Michigan law establishes the County 
Clerk as the Clerk to the Board 
of Commissioners. We are tasked 
with attending meetings, taking the 
meeting minutes, and preserving the 
minutes, which become the official 
record of the meetings.  

We attended 49 regularly 
scheduled Board of Commissioner 
meetings and two work sessions 
during 2021.  

The Board of Commissioners' 
meeting schedule and committee 
structure has been modified for 
2022. This year, the Board of 
Commissioners meetings will take 
place on the second and fourth 
Monday evenings each month at 
6:00 p.m. Meetings are held in the 
Board chambers located on the 
second floor of the Administration 
Building located at 304 E. Grand 
River Avenue in downtown Howell.  

The County Clerk is an elected 
position mandated by Article 
VII, Section 4 of the State 
Constitution. The Clerk derives 
its authority from the Michigan 
Constitution and statutory law.

This position has a diverse range of 
duties, including but not limited to:  

• Clerk of the Board of 
Commissioners

• Registrar of Vital Records
• Clerk of the Circuit Court
• Chief Election Officer for the 

County

FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES OF THE CLERK

CLERK OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
The public may participate in 
public comment either in person 
or virtually via Zoom.  More 
information, instructions for virtual 
attendance, and the full meeting 
schedule is available on the Board 
of Commissioners’ website.  

County Directory
The Clerk’s Office maintains and 
updates the County Directory.  
The directory is a resource guide 
published to assist the residents of 
Livingston County in communicating 
with government offices and 
agencies, as well as elected and 
appointed officials at the local, state, 
and federal levels. The County 
Directory can be accessed online at 
the Clerk's website.

Photo Courtesy of Richard Lim

Division Overview
The Clerk is the official registrar for 
birth certificates, death certificates, 
marriage licenses, concealed pistol 
licenses, notary applications, and 
business license registrations. The 
public is provided certified copies 
of these documents pursuant to 
legal guidelines. Certified copies 
can be obtained by visiting our 
office located in the Historic 
Courthouse, by mail, or by use of 
our online request system.

Home Births
Livingston County remains the 
largest county in Michigan, based 
on population, without a hospital 
birthing center. Home births are an 
option selected for various reasons.  
All births that take place within 
Livingston County are processed by 
our office. The Vital Records Division 
recorded 23 home birth registrations 
during 2021.  

REGISTRAR OF VITAL RECORDS
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Business Registration
Any business that operates in 
Livingston County is required to 
register with our office, unless it 
is a corporation, a limited liability 
company, or limited liability 
partnership. Our office processed 
601 business registrations and 
dissolutions during 2021.

Notary Public
A notary public is an officer 
appointed by the Michigan 
Secretary of State to attest to 
the authenticity of a person’s 
signature, to administer oaths, and 
to witness acknowledgments. The 
most common function of a notary 
is to prevent fraud by attesting to 
the identity of a person signing a 
document. Our office processed 
432 notary applications during 
2021.  More information about the 
notary public process or how to 
become a notary is available online 
at the Clerk’s website.

FOIA Coordinator
The County Clerk also serves as 
the County’s FOIA (Freedom of 
Information Act) Coordinator.  
When a FOIA request is filed with 
the County, we are responsible for 
tracking the progress of that request 
and resulting response.  Learn more 
about the FOIA process, as well as 
create an online FOIA account on 
the County’s website. Our office 
managed 1,400 FOIA requests 

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

                             Deaths Recorded & Filed 1,142 1,141 1,135 1,389 1,387

                               Births Recorded & Filed 14 24* 23* 34 23

                Marriage Licenses Issued & Filed 1,104 1,103 969 930 1,030

                                Assumed Names Filings 782 531 509 548 601

      Concealed Pistol License Applications 3,562 3,420 3,754 5,712 4,776

  Notary Commissions Issued, Bonds Filed 295 501 468 389 432

                                               FOIA Requests 739 865 932 968 1,400

                        Military Discharge Recording 72 76 160 47 42

Vital Records Comparison
(2017 - 2021)

*Home births recorded after annual report prepared.

received by 29 departments within 
the County during 2021. 

Concealed Pistol Licenses (CPL)
The Vital Records division accepts 
and processes CPL applications for 
residents of Livingston County. In 
Michigan, a resident must obtain a 
concealed pistol license, commonly 
known as a CPL, in order to carry 
a pistol concealed. Individuals 
applying for a new CPL are required 
by law to apply at the County 
Clerk’s Office. CPL renewals can be 
filed with the County Clerk; or by 
mail and online with the Michigan 
State Police. Our office processed 
4,776 CPL applications during 2021. 



"You guys are awesome, 
amazing attitudes!"

Customer comment 
– July 13, 2021 The Tax Allocation Board is the 

process by which the allowed 
millage rate is allocated between 
the county, townships which are 
not charter townships, and the 
intermediate school district when 
a county does not have a fixed 
millage approved by the voters.  
The Board convenes annually on 
the third Monday in April pursuant 
to Michigan law.  

The County Clerk serves as clerk to 
the Board and takes minutes of the 
Board proceedings. These minutes 
are maintained in the Clerk’s Office 
and are available to the public upon 
request.  The Tax Allocation Board 
met four times during 2021.

CLERK OF THE TAX 
ALLOCATION BOARD

Our Goals
We continually strive to improve our 
service to the public. We are working 
to reduce our paper consumption 
and streamline processes within our 
Vital Records division to include 
online applications for marriage 
licenses, concealed pistol licenses, 
notary, and business registrations. In 
addition, we are working to improve 
our online ordering program. These 
changes will improve service to the 
public.

Every 10 years the County 
Apportionment Commission 
determines the number and 
boundaries of the County 
Commissioner districts. This process 
takes place following the release of 
the most recent federal census data. 
The Commission members include 
the County Clerk, Treasurer, and 
Prosecuting Attorney, along with 
the county chairs of the two major 
political parties.  

The Apportionment Commission 
convened for their organizational 
meeting during July 2021.  Prosecutor 
Reader was elected chairperson 
and rules of procedure were 
adopted, creating the most open and 

transparent apportionment process 
used to date in Livingston County. 
Meetings were held in a hybrid 
format allowing the public to address 
the Commission remotely if they 
wished. Members of the public were 
invited to submit proposed maps for 
consideration for the first time. A total 
of 14 maps were submitted for the 
Commission’s consideration.

The Apportionment Commission 
met five times and a final map was 
adopted on October 6, 2021. More 
information about the Apportionment 
Commission along with the minutes 
from these meetings are available on 
the County website.  

COUNTY APPORTIONMENT COMMISSION

Division Overview
The Constitution for the State of 
Michigan tasks the County Clerk 
with the preservation of all court 
records for future generations. To 
that end, the Circuit Court division 
of the Clerk’s Office is responsible 
for maintaining and preserving 
court records. Those records 
include, but are not limited to 
those associated with the following 
types of cases: felony criminal 
cases, domestic relations matters, 
personal protection orders, general 
civil matters involving claims of 
$25,000 or more, appeals from 

lower courts, and juvenile matters, 
among others. These records are 
preserved in strict accordance with 
the record retention guidelines set 
forth by the State of Michigan.  

The legal division continues to work 
on methods that lend themselves to 
greater efficiencies, such as:

•  Development of a kiosk system  
   for payments and docket look up.    
   We hope to eventually enhance  
   these kiosks to allow for QR code  
   check-ins;

•  A robust facsimile filing system;

•  Preparing for e-filing;

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

"Very efficient and 
friendly. It was a 

pleasure."
Customer comment 

– August 5, 2021
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•  An organized, clear website to  
   assist self-represented litigants  
   to gather all of the forms they  
   need to file various types of     
   proceedings;
•  Preparing to change case        
   management systems as required  
   by the State;
•  We continue to utilize existing  
   software for electronic file       
   storage, creating cost savings.

Our staff continues to recognize 
that our community needs our 
flexibility as well as our compassion.  
We keep a constant eye on 

methods to improve the user 
experience where we are able.

On a personal level, we are proud 
of the fact that our staff again 
hosted and/or participated in 
events to benefit our community, 
such as a food drive; a coat drive; 
and a toy drive at Christmas. Our 
staff continued our perfect record 
of 100% participation in the 
County’s United Way fundraiser.

Criminal
The duties of the Clerk’s Office 
regarding criminal files include 
preparing the various judgments 
involved, collecting the monies 
assessed, and reporting convictions 
to the State of Michigan for entry 
onto criminal histories and to the 
Secretary of State for entry onto 
driving records.

The number of criminal case filings 
are trending upward nationwide.  
Our court saw an increase from 
2020, which was expected. We 
believe it will continue to trend 
upward over the next few years.

To ensure the accuracy of the 
permanent records, our clerks
attend most sessions of court
involving criminal cases.

2021 Criminal Filings

Non-Capital 
Felony 545

Capital 
Felony

21

County Clerk Elizabeth Hundley was invited by Justice Brian 
Zahra of the Michigan Supreme Court to sit on a panel tasked 
with reimagining the courthouses of the future, where she 
was able to apply the lessons learned from the pandemic and 
provide that valuable input to the Michigan Supreme Court’s 
task force.  

County Clerk Elizabeth Hundley was nominated by the 
Michigan Association of County Clerks to represent County 
Clerks on the U.S. Election Assistance Commission Local 
Leadership Council.  This is a federal advisory board providing 
the Election Assistance Commission expert input on various 
local election administration topics.  

2021 Accomplishments Of County Clerk Hundley

Clerk Hundley and Deputy Clerk 
Cox stand with the baskets Clerk 
staff put together for an Animal 
Shelter fundraiser.



Domestic and PPO's
Domestic files can remain active 
upward of 18 years. It naturally 
follows that they require a great 
deal more handling and attention 
to detail over the life of the file. 
Many different file types fall under 
this category.
 

Domestic Filings 2017 - 2021
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Civil and Appeals
Civil cases can encompass a whole 
host of different issues from contract 
disputes to real estate disputes. 
The complexity of these cases can 
be daunting and often, monies 
are escrowed with the courts and 
additional accounting is required.

The vast majority of appeals from 
the lower court is within the civil 
division. These filings can range 
from landlord/tenant matters to 
dog cases. There are very strict Civil and Appeals 2017 - 2021

timelines that must be adhered to 
when dealing with appeals.

Fiscal Responsibilities
One of the roles of the County 
Clerk’s Circuit Court branch is 
to collect the monies assessed 
in criminal cases, along with filing 
fees, motion fees, and all other 
financial transactions concerning 
Circuit Court’s files. Some of these 
monies are transmitted to the State 
or County’s general fund, some 
are held in escrow, and some are 
transmitted to victims. We manage 
over 80 accounts that monies 
traverse through monthly. This year 
our revenue was greater than the 
monies assessed. This milestone 
makes Livingston County unique 
throughout the State and is a result 
of our improved collection program.

Total 2021 44th Circuit Court Revenues

$653,614.09

Trust & Agency 
Revenues

General Fund - 
County Clerk

$434,738.16

General Fund - 
Other Departments

$813,802.92

Civil

Appeals

398

53

446

46

463

37

431

51

2020201920182017

80%

100%

96%

92%

88%

84% 352

44

2021

Restitution

$143,916.96
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Our Goals
This year brings many initiatives 
created by the Supreme Court 
and the legislature. Programs 
such as automatic expungement 
signed into law in 2020 will 
require us to begin adjusting 
procedures this year to prepare 
for implementation in 2023.  
These additional considerations 
while in the midst of converting 
to e-filing and replacing the case 
management system creates 
difficulties. However, our goal 
is to continue adapting to the 
changing landscapes of the courts 
during these challenging times. We 
commit ourselves to continuous 
growth and implementation of 
these programs while focusing 
on providing excellent service 
foremost.  

Business Court
We are proud to announce that 
the Business Court of our civil 
division is growing. The Business 
Court was established in March of 
2019.  To date, there have been 131 
cases filed in the Business Court, 
45 of which were filed in 2021. 
These cases can be moved through 
the system expeditiously for the 
benefit of the business owner(s).  

Kristi Cox, Chief Deputy County Clerk, obtained the designation of 
Certified Court Executive (CCE) from the National Center for State Courts. 
It is the second certification in a three-level certification program.  One must 
apply for acceptance into the third step, the Fellows program. There have 
been approximately 1,200 Fellows in the world, of which approximately 
1,000 remain. We are proud to announce Kristi has been accepted into this 
prestigious program. The program itself takes 14 months. This designation 
will allow her to consult with courts throughout not only the United States, 
but foreign countries, as well, to assist them in assessing existing systems 
and/or designing new justice systems. She is very excited to join the ranks of 
this unique group. These skills will help guide our legal division through the 
rapidly changing needs of the litigants, attorneys, and Judges.

Kristi Cox Earned Prestigious Certified Court Executive Distinction

Division Overview
The County Clerk is the chief 
election official within Livingston 
County. The Elections division 
provides guidance and instruction to 
the local jurisdictions who conduct 
many of the day-to-day election 
operations. The Elections division is 
also responsible for the accumulation 
of election results and maintenance 
of the permanent election records.

We administered three elections 
during the 2021 election cycle: a 
Special Election in May, the City 
Primary and Special Election in 
August, and the City General and 
Special Election in November. In 
addition, we accepted candidate 

filings and produced ballots for 
the Livingston Educational Service 
Agency (LESA) election conducted 
in June.

Livingston County Voters
As of December 31, 2021, Livingston 
County had 161,402 registered 
voters, 699 of which were new 
voter registrations processed by the 
Elections division. 

If a citizen has a valid Michigan 
driver’s license or state identification 
card, registering to vote online is an 
easy option via the Michigan Voter 
Information Center. This online tool 
can be used to register to vote and 
to update your voter registration 
address.

THE ELECTIONS DIVISION

"Great people, very 
friendly and quick to 

help!"
Customer comment 
– August 20, 2021

"The ladies are great. 
Keep them forever!!"

Customer comment 
– September 27, 2021

"A perfect visit. 
Completed all I 

needed to."
Customer Comment 
– November 18, 2021



2021 Elections Rundown

August 3, 2021
City Primary - Special Election

May 4, 2021
Special Election

November 2, 2021
City General - Special Election

How Were Ballots Cast? How Were Ballots Cast? How Were Ballots Cast?

66%
34%

Absentee

In-Person

80%

20%

Absentee

In-Person

59%
41%

Absentee

In-Person

1,771
Ballots Cast

3,595
Ballots Cast

5,449
Ballots Cast

Voter Turnout Voter Turnout
16.05% 20.01%

Voter Turnout
13.82%
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The Clerk’s office presented virtually to the 
staff of the Disability Community Action 
Lab. Our goal was to educate individuals 
who service those with disabilities or those 
in need of assistance while voting. The 
presentation covered important issues about 
voters’ rights, the voting process, rights within 
the polling location on election day, absentee 
voting, and the voting equipment.

Campaign Finance
All candidate committees, ballot 
question committees, and political 
action committees at the county and 
local level are required to report 
the revenues and expenditures of 
their campaign by filing campaign 
finance reports with the Office of 
the County Clerk. These documents 
are kept on file with the Elections 
division and help maintain the 
accuracy, integrity, and transparency 
of the elections process. We 
processed 24 new campaign finance 
filings during 2021. 

Election Commission
The Livingston County Election 
Commission is composed of the 
County Clerk, the Judge of the 
Probate Court, and the County 
Treasurer.  

The Commission is responsible for 
approving ballots for use at federal, 

state, county, and local elections 
held within Livingston County. In 
addition, Commission members are 
responsible for holding hearings 
to determine the factualness and 
clarity of the wording used on recall 
petitions filed against certain county 
and local-level officials.

The Livingston County Election 
Commission met four times during 
the 2021 election cycle.  

Board of Canvassers
The County Board of Canvassers 
is composed of two Democratic 
members and two Republican 
members. Members are appointed 
by the Livingston County Board of 
Commissioners to a 4-year term.  
Ms. Joan Runyan was welcomed to 
the Board of Canvassers following 
her appointment in 2021 and we 
thanked Mr. Russ Spencer for his 
service over the past four years.

Accessible Voting Presentation The Canvassers’ primary 
responsibility is to canvass and/
or certify elections held within the 
county. In 2021, the May, August, 
and November elections were 
canvassed and certified by the 
Board of Canvassers.

The County Clerk serves as clerk 
to the Board and is responsible 
for attending the canvass, taking 
minutes for each meeting, and 
preserving these permanent records. 

Precinct Inspector Training
Polling locations and absentee 
counting boards are staffed on 
election day by hired election 

inspectors, also known as poll 
workers. Election inspectors are 
critical to ensure fair and accurate 
elections are conducted. Michigan 
election law requires the County 
Clerk to conduct training schools 
for election inspectors within the 
county. The County Clerk must train 
inspectors for all cities and townships 
within Livingston County with a 
population of less than 10,000. 

The Elections division offers training 
classes prior to every election. Two 
training classes were conducted 
during 2021 which certified 17 
inspectors.

Post Election Audit of the November City Election at the City of Brighton
From Left To Right: Kristi Cox, Chief Deputy County Clerk; Joseph 
Bridgman, Elections Coordinator/Deputy Clerk; Elizabeth Hundley, County 
Clerk; Tara Brown, City of Brighton Clerk.



School District Election 
Coordinating Agreements
Michigan election law requires all 
school district election coordinating 
committees to meet every 4 years to 
review and, if necessary, revise the 
election agreements that are filed 
with the Michigan Secretary of State. 
The election coordinating plan sets 
forth each election administrator’s 
responsibilities when conducting all 
special school district elections.  

Michigan election law specifies the 
individuals serving on the election 
coordinating committee. Members 
include city and township clerks, 
the secretary of the school board 
or their designee, and the County 
Clerk. All meetings of the election 
coordinating committee are held in 
accordance with the Michigan Open 
Meetings Act. 

In January, the Elections division 
organized and chaired election 
coordinating committee meetings 
with:  

•  Livingston Educational Service  
   Agency

•  Brighton Area Schools

•  Fowlerville Community Schools

•  Hartland Consolidated Schools 

•  Howell Public Schools

•  Pinckney Community Schools.

The Elections division also 
participated in meetings for 
Genesee County Intermediate 
School District (ISD), Ingham 
County ISD, Lansing Community 
College, Oakland Community 
College, South Lyon Community 
Schools, Oakland ISD, Byron Area 
Schools, Morrice Area Schools, 
Shiawassee Regional Educational 
Service District, Dexter Community 
Schools, Washtenaw ISD, and 
Whitmore Lake Public Schools.

Staff Service Awards
Shawn Shaw – 15 years of service

Amy Grissom – 10 years of service

Kelly Ochodnicky – 10 years of 
service

Jacqueline Hawkins – 10 years of 
service
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Michele Coan-Bradley – 20 years 
of service
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CIRCUIT COURT CLERK'S OFFICE
Civil Cases Filed …………………………………............................................... 352
Domestic Cases Filed ……………………………........................................... 837
Criminal Cases Filed ……………………………….......................................... 566
Reopened Cases ……………………………...……............................................ 119
Appeals …………………………………...…...…….................................................. 44
PPO’s Filed …………………………………………................................................. 440
Total Cases Opened ........………………………..................................... 2,358

Cases Pending January 1, 2021 …….………………………........................ 921
Cases Closed in 2021 …………………………………….................................. 2,390
Cases Pending December 31, 2021 ………………………....................... 883

CIRCUIT COURT COLLECTIONS
 General Fund - For the County Clerk .............. $653,614.09
 General Fund - For other departments ........... $ 143,916.96
 Total ........................................................................ $ 797,531.05

 For the State .............................................................. $813,802.92
 Restitution ................................................................... $434,738.16
 Total ........................................................................ $1,248,541.08

 Total Circuit Court Receipts ............................ $2,046,072.13

COUNTY CLERK SUMMARY
Writs Issued ……………………………………………........................................... 0
Attorneys at Law Registered ……………………………….......................... 6
Notary Commissions Issued/Bonds Filed …………………............... 432 
Concealed Weapon Permits Issued ……………................................. 4,776
Assumed Names/Co-Partnerships & Dissolutions Filed …...... 601
Marriage Licenses Issued and Filed ……………….............................. 1,030 
Births Recorded and Filed ……………...………….……............................. 23
Deaths Recorded and Filed ………………………….................................. 1,387 
Number of FOIAs Processed …………………………………..................... 1,400
Veterans ID Cards Issued ……………………............................................ 39
Military Discharges (DD-214's) Recorded ……………….................... 42
Elections and Recounts Canvassed ……………...………….……........... 3
Election Inspectors Schools of Instruction ………………………….... 2 
Number of Precinct Inspectors Trained ……………………………....... 17
Campaign Finance Statements Filed ……………………...................... 24
Voter Registrations Sent to Township & City Clerks …............. 699

2021 ANNUAL ACTIVITIES & STATISTICAL REPORT
OFFICE OF THE LIVINGSTON COUNTY CLERK
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ELECTIONS CANVASSED:  3
Special Election, May 4, 2021
 Fowlerville Community Schools
City Primary - Special Election, August 3, 2021
 Cities of Brighton and Howell Primary, Fenton Area Public Schools,  
 Linden Community Schools 
City General - Special Election, November 2, 2021
 Cities of Brighton and Howell General, Fowlerville Community Schools

ELECTION REIMBURSEMENTS:  3

MAY 4, 2021       AUGUST 3, 2021
6 Townships      2 Cities, 7 Townships
6 Polling Precincts     8 Polling Precincts
1 AV Counting Boards     2 AV Counting Boards
3 Combined Precincts     4 Combined Precincts
6 Ballot Styles       8 Ballot Styles
Proposals: 1 School District    City Primary, Brighton and Howell  
Ballots = 7,860      Proposals: 2 School Districts
         Ballots = 14,340

Election Reimbursement                 Election Reimbursement 
Programming Revenue: $2,100.00   Programming Revenue: $3,300.00
Reimbursed Supplies: $4,686.97   Reimbursed Supplies: $5,643.29
Total: $6,786.97     Total: $8,943.29 
      
NOVEMBER 2, 2021
2 Cities, 6 Townships
11 Polling Precincts
3 AV Counting Boards
3 Combined Precincts
11 Ballot Styles
City General, Brighton and Howell
Proposals: 2 School Districts  
Ballots = 16,955

Election Reimbursement               
Programming Revenue: $4,200.00 
Reimbursed Supplies: $7,359.91 
Total: $11,559.91   

ELECTION INSPECTOR SCHOOLS OF INSTRUCTION: 2
NUMBER OF PRECINCT INSPECTORS TRAINED:  17
 In-person: 17 Online: 0
CAMPAIGN FINANCE STATEMENTS FILED:  24
 (158819 - 158842)

VOTER REGISTRATIONS SENT TO CITY AND TOWNSHIP CLERKS:  699

CANDIDATE FILING FEES FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2021 
State Representative Candidates:  $100.00
Refundable Filing Fees: $0.00
Non-Refundable Filing Fees: School District, Library Candidates: $200.00
Campaign Finance Late Filing Fees: $500.00
Total 2021 Filing Fees Collected:  $800.00

2021 ELECTIONS DIVISION ANNUAL ACTIVITIES & STATISTICAL REPORT


