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Liv.Co  

Monthly News from the  
Livingston County Commissioners 

District 1 - Martin Smith 

District 2 - Carol Sue Reader 

District 3 - Wes Nakagiri 

(Board Chairman) 

District 4 - Douglas G. Helzerman 

District 5 - Jay R. Drick 

District 6 - Mitchell Zajac 

District 7 - Carol S. Griffith 

(Board  Vice-Chairwoman) 

District 8 - Jerome Gross 

District 9 - Brenda Plank

All meetings are in-person, but have 
a Zoom participation option.  

• Via Zoom (on-line meetings):  
https://zoom.us/j/3997000062?pwd=SU
dLYVFFcmozWnFxbm0vcHRjWkVIZz09 

• Via the Zoom app - join a meeting, 
meeting number:  399 700 0062 

 Enter the password: LCBOC  

 (ensure there are no spaces before or 
 after the password) 

• Dial by your location: +1 929 205 6099 
Meeting ID: 399 700 0062 

 Password:  886752 

8/18/2021 - Finance Committee at 
7:30 AM followed by the 
Personnel Committee 

8/23/2021 - Full Board Meeting at 
5:30 PM 

9/7/2021 - General Government & 
Health & Human Services 
Meeting at 5:30 PM 

9/13/2021 - Finance Committee at 
7:30 AM 

9/15/2021 - Personnel Committee 
at 8:00 AM 

“The mission of Livingston County is to be an effective and efficient steward in 
delivering quality services within the constraints of sound fiscal policy. Our priority is to 
provide mandated services which may be enhanced and supplemented to improve the 
quality of life for all who work, reside, and recreate in Livingston County.”  

Now, more than ever, 

broadband Internet is an 

essential and crucial 

service to those who live, 

learn, and work in 

Livingston County. The 

need for broadband has become more evident throughout the past year 

with people teleworking, students learning from home, patients using 

telemedicine for appointments with their doctors, and our residents 

depending on the Internet to stay connected with their friends and family.  

The Livingston County Board of Commissioners understand that there are 

many areas in the county that are unserved or underserved by broadband 

access. In order to bridge this digital divide, the county, in partnership 

with Merit Network, is working to create a survey for our residents to 

complete that will provide accurate data regarding which properties have 

Internet access. This information will only be used to plan for potential 

broadband expansion and is the critical first step toward addressing needs 

in our community. By participating in this survey, each resident will help 

Livingston county plan for a connected future.  

More information about the survey, including the kickoff and end dates 

and communication materials the community can use to encourage our 

residents to take the survey, will be coming from the county in the 

following weeks. We’d like to ask our local municipalities, community 

service organizations, public safety organizations, and any organization 

that serves our residents to partner with us to share the information 

about the survey. The more our residents know about the benefits of 

broadband access and a better connected Livingston County, we’ll be able 

to collect a more accurate picture of the current state of our community 

and where we can make improvements. If you or your organization has 

ideas or suggestions to best reach your community or those you serve, 

please contact Allison Nalepa at analepa@livgov.com.  

https://zoom.us/j/3997000062?pwd=SUdLYVFFcmozWnFxbm0vcHRjWkVIZz09
https://zoom.us/j/3997000062?pwd=SUdLYVFFcmozWnFxbm0vcHRjWkVIZz09
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• The Specialty Courts and Programs have extended 
their contracts with Attorney Paige Favio to 
provide legal services to the Veterans Treatment 
Court and the Intensive Treatment Medical Health 
Court until March 31, 2022. 

• Juvenile Court’s Fiscal Year 2022 Child Care 
Fund Budget has been approved and submitted 
to the State for acceptance.  

• The Juvenile Court has been authorized to apply 
for, and if awarded, accept the Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services grant 
funding to enhance legal representation in child 
protective hearings for fiscal year 2022. 

• The updated 2021-2025 Livingston County 
Emergency Operations Plan has been adopted.  

• The Board has approved the County’s 
participation in the MiDEAL contract with 
Staples for office supplies and print services 
until May 31, 2022. 

• Renovations will be completed at the Sheriff’s 
Office. Contracts have been approved for Creative 
Construction Concepts, Marxmoda, John Stewart 
General Contractors, and Safe and Sound, LLC. 

• The Sheriff’s Office will be participating in the 2022 
State Traffic Enforcement Grant.  

• Ten mobile vehicle radios will be replaced for the 
Sheriff’s Office.  

• A second quarter budget amendment was 
approved for the 2021 budget to recognize 
actual expenditure activity and adjust for 
anticipated collection levels. 

• The Sheriff’s Office Field Services Division will 
add five patrol vehicles to their fleet.  

• Nathan Burd and Kathleen Kline-Hudson have 
been appointed as respective Officer Delegate and 
Employee Delegate for the 2021 Municipal 
Employees’ Retirement System Annual Conference. 

• Ronald Staley and Thomas Janego have been 
appointed to the Livingston County Aeronautical 
Facilities Board with terms expiring July 24, 2026.  

• The Livingston County Community Mental Health 
Authority, Livingston County Health Department, 
Livingston County Juvenile Court, Community 
Mental Health Partnership of Southeast Michigan, 
Livingston Educational Service Agency and the 
Department of Health and Human Services have 
agreed to enter into a local collaborative venture 
to provide comprehensive behavioral health 
managed care services for children who are 
residents of Livingston County and who meet 
the enrollment criteria for said services. 

• The Juvenile Court has been approved to apply for 
an accept the Michigan Department of Health and 

Human Services, Michigan Committee on Juvenile 

Justice Racial Ethnic Disparities Data Collection Fiscal 

Year Grant and the Raise the Age Grant. 

• Veterans Services will participate in the Michigan 
Veterans Affairs Agency's Service Grant.  

• Car Pool will replace 15 outdated vehicles with 
new vehicles leased through Enterprise Fleet 
Management.  

• Reorganization of the Information Technology 
Department has been approved. Two new 
positions, an Information Technology Project 
Coordination Specialist and Application Support 
Analyst, will be added to the department.  

• The Airport has entered into multiple 
agreements for taxiway and terminal repairs. 
Contract have been approved with C&S 
Engineering and Lois Kay Contracting Company.  
The Michigan Aeronautics Commission has 
authorized a federal/state/local grant agreement 
to provide funding for these projects. 

• Carol Sue Reader has been appointed to the 
Substance Use Disorder Policy Board with a term 
expiring October 1, 2023.  

• The  Board has entered into an agreement with The 
Michigan State Police Emergency Management and 
Homeland Security Division to approve the Fiscal 
Year 2022 Emergency Management Performance 
Grant Agreement documents. 
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Please Note: The Liv.Co Update highlights a portion of resolutions and work completed by the Livingston County Board of Commissioners. Please refer to the Board’s 
meeting minutes for more information regarding specific resolutions. To be redirected to the Board’s Meeting Minutes, please click here or visit www.livgov.com.  

https://www.livgov.com/boc/Pages/agenda.aspx
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You might have noticed that we are currently in the middle of a very busy 

construction season. To help you get the most out of your renovation or 

construction project, Livingston County’s Building Official, Jim Rowell, has some 

great tips to use when choosing a contractor. Jim reminds us that communication is 

the cornerstone of a good homeowner-contractor relationship.  
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Check References 

Any reputable contractor 

will be happy to supply 

references. Make sure the references they 

provide are for projects similar to yours. You 

probably don’t want a siding contractor to 

remodel your bathroom!  

Ask, Do you guarantee your work? 

There is no requirement for a contractor to 

provide a warranty. If they do offer one, make 

sure you get it in writing. 

Are you licensed and insured? 

The State requires contractors to be licensed and 

carry liability insurance.  Make sure your 

contractor has the necessary paperwork. 

What is a firm date that the project will be 

completed? 

Delays happen, but never leave the completion 

date open ended. Get an estimated timeline up 

front. You don’t want to become the “filler” job.  

Will you pull the necessary permits? 

Some contractors don’t like to pull permits 

because their work is not up to standards. The 

codes permits provide are a bare minimum for 

what your project requires. Surely you expect the 

bare minimum for the work you need done, and 

so does your contractor. 

Who will be here every day? 

Many projects require numerous tradesmen to be 

on site. Be sure to ask, Who is supervising? Who 

will open up and lock up? 

How will you communicate? 

Do you prefer phone calls, emails, or texts? Agree 

on a way that the both of you will receive regular 

updates and discuss issues that will surely pop up. 

Discuss when payments will be due and stick to 

the schedule.  

Contractors need funds to operate, so know that 

some money is always required up front. 

However, don’t pay for an entire job up front. Get 

a payment schedule and that to stay on track. 

What kind of documentation will I receive after 

completion? 

End of project documents should always include 

copies of waivers of lien from all subcontractors 

and suppliers. There should be a general 

document from the contractor that states they 

have paid their suppliers and subcontractors. If 

someone supplies labor or material for your 

project, they have a right to lien your property for 

payment, even if you have paid the contractor. 

Make sure this paperwork is included and keep it 

filed in case there is ever an issue.  

Happy Building!  

https://www.livgov.com/boc/Pages/agenda.aspx

