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Contact Information 

Role Name Phone/E-mail 

My DHS Foster Care 
Worker 

  

My Attorney   

Attorney for My Child 
or Children  
(also called Guardian 
Ad Litem or LGAL) 

  

Court Appointed  
Special Advocate 
(CASA) Appointed for 
my Child or Children 

  

Others:   

   

My Court Case Number: My DHS Number: 

Date Children were  
Removed: 
 

Judge in My Case: 

Referee in my Case: 

Court Address and Phone Number:   
204 S. Highlander Way Judicial Center Building Howell, MI 48843  

517-546-1500 
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Pictures of My Children 
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   This Guide is designed to help you 
through the court process. It has im-
portant information about how your 
case will be handled. 
 
   You may feel shocked, angry, or 
confused right now. That is under-
standable.  This may be a good time 
to call on friends and family mem-
bers to help and support you.  
 
   In most cases, the goal is to get 
your children back to you as soon as 
is safely possible. You will need to 
show the court that you can safely 
care for your child or children at 
home. It may take time and hard 
work to correct problems. Your fos-
ter care worker will help you. 
  
   The problems that led to this point 
will be sorted out in the time ahead. 
You will have a chance to get infor-
mation that you need, to speak for 
yourself or have an attorney speak 
for you, and the court will make de-
cisions that are intended to be what 
is best for your children right now, 
after considering all of the informa-
tion that is available.    

   This guide includes the following 
information: 
 About the Court Case: Explains 

what is going on at each step 

of your case, who is involved , 

and what you will be responsi-

ble for. 

 About Family Needs: Helps you 

with services and supports that 

you may need. 

 About Your Case: Helps you 

keep track of what is going on 

at each step of your case. 

Please take some time to look 
through this Guide. You can ask 
questions at any point along the 
way, including when you see your 
foster care worker.  

Introduction to the Guide 

 
This Guide is not meant to be legal     
advice and it does not replace any 

 information you receive from the court, 
your attorney, or other professionals.  
It is important that you work closely 

with an attorney you hire or one who is 
appointed by the Court to  

represent you.   
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     Cases in child welfare courts must follow 
federal law and Michigan law. Also, the De-
partment of Human Services has set up poli-
cies, which it must follow in working on these 
cases.  
 
     These have all been set up to keep children 
safe and to support parents in making changes 
that are needed to keep children safe. 
  
     The laws require that certain types of 
hearings take place within certain time 
frames. Those hearings, and the time frames 
that are required by law are discussed in more 
detail on the following pages. 
 
    At each stage of the process, the court must 
make specific findings, based on the evidence 
that is presented.  
 
    It is important for all parents to understand 
that they have rights, including the right to 
have an attorney represent them. You can dis-
cuss all aspects of the case with your attorney, 
and keep asking questions until you have all 
the information you need.  
 
    It is also important to understand that the 
system has responsibilities to you as a par-
ent. You must have a chance to see your child 
or children at least once every seven days. If 
you have trouble with transportation to get to 
parenting time, the system will help you.  
 

    When you and your foster care worker 
are discussing your Parent-Agency Treat-
ment Plan and Service Agreement 
(PATPSA), which is detailed more on the 
following pages, you have a chance to 
tell DHS and the court what supports 
you need to be successful and to work 
toward an agreement where supports 
that you need are provided to you.   
 
    As your case moves through the 
phases you can keep asking questions to 
make sure you understand exactly what 
you are being told you must do before 
your children can be returned. 
   
   In the About My Case section, we have 
provided materials to help you keep 
track of your court case, including when 
the important court hearings will be 
held. You can use the Calendar section to 
note your parenting time and appoint-
ments with service providers you will be 
seeing. You can use the Notes section to 
write down questions you have.  
 

Please stay in touch with your 
attorney and your foster care 
worker for more information, 

and make sure they can  
contact you if they need to.  

 

Overview of the Case 
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Flow Chart of the Process 

Petition Filed with the Court after 
CPS investigation and possibly      

services through DHS 

Parent served with the  
Petition and a  

Notice of Hearing 

Preliminary Hearing: Court decides if 
there is “probable cause” to believe 
the petition is true; parenting time 

and child placement are determined 

Petition may be 
“dismissed” which means 
there is no further court  

involvement 

Pre-Trial Hearing:  
May or may not be 

scheduled by the Court 
to plan for the Trial 

Trial (or “Adjudication Hearing”):  
Parents may plead “responsible” or “no 

contest” and proceed to Disposition  
Hearing or may plead “not responsible” 

and proceed to trial—a “responsible” 
finding at trial also proceeds to 

 Disposition 

Trial may result in “not 
responsible” finding,  

which means there is no 
further court  
involvement 

Disposition Hearing:  
Court reviews your Parent-Agency Treat-

ment Plan and Services  
Agreement (PATPSA) and may add orders 

DHS may petition to  
terminate rights; parents 

may voluntarily  
terminate rights at any 

stage; a  
Termination Hearing 

would be set 
Disposition Review Hearings:  

Court reviews progress toward goals in 
your PATPSA  and other orders 

Permanency Planning Hearing:  
Court decides whether it is best for children to 

return or to consider terminating rights 

Termination of Rights:  
Adoption or continuing in 

foster care 

Reunification:  
Plan for children to   

return home 

Guardianship:  
Placement in a planned 

living situation 
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Definitions: Court Hearings 

Preliminary Hearing:  This hearing is held within 24 hours after your child or children are re-
moved from your home. You will be notified why your children were re-
moved and you will get a copy of the petition that was filed with the court. 
The court will tell you that you have a right to an attorney, and that if you 
do not hire an attorney one will be appointed for you.  

Pre-trial hearing: The court may have a pre-trial hearing before the actual trial. At this hear-
ing, the attorneys may meet with the judge and provide lists of informa-
tion that are needed and lists of who would testify as a witness at trial.  

Trial (or “Adjudication  
Hearing”): 

The trial must happen with 63 days of when your child or children were 
removed. At this hearing, each parent and the state has a chance to bring 
evidence, have their own witnesses, and question the witnesses on the 
other side.  

Disposition Hearing: This hearing must happen within 35 days of the trial. The court will order 
what you and your foster care worker must do so your children can return 
home. This will all be outlined in your Parent-Agency Treatment Plan and 
Services Agreement (PATPSA). There is more information about this on 
Page 6 in this section.  
It is possible that DHS will be asking the court to terminate (permanently 
end) your parental rights at this point. This is only in some extreme situa-
tions. In that case,  a Termination Hearing date will be set at this time.  

Dispositional Review 
Hearings 

These reviews take place every 91 days as long as your children are in 
care. The court will review your progress in completing the steps of your 
PATPSA and decide if it is safe for your child or children to be returned to 
your care.  

Permanency Planning 
Hearing: 

This must happen no later than one year after your child or children are 
removed. The court will decide if it is safe to return your child or children 
to your care, or may order DHS to file a petition to terminate your rights. 

Termination Hearing: If a petition to end your parental rights is filed the court will hold a termi-
nation hearing or trial and will make a decision after considering the evi-
dence that is presented and the best interests of your child or children. 

Voluntary Release After considering all options, you may decide to give up your parental 
rights at any time during the case.  
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The People Involved in Your Case 

Department of Human Ser-
vices (DHS) Child      Protec-
tive Services (CPS)Worker: 

This is a person who investigated a report of abuse and/or neglect regarding your 
child or children. The worker asked the court for an order to remove your child or 
children, because the worker believed that the children were not safe in your 
care.  

DHS Foster Care Worker: This is a person who took over from the CPS worker once the children were re-
moved. This person is responsible for making sure you have visits with your child 
or children. This person will work with you to reach an agreement on the Parent-
Agency Treatment Plan (PATSA). The PATSA lists goals you must accomplish to 
have your child or children returned to your care. This person will also talk with 
you about your child or children’s needs related to school, to medical care, to 
dental care, and other issues. 

Judge or Referee: This person holds the court hearings related to your case and will listen to all of 
the information that is presented to make decisions about your family. This per-
son will decide about your parenting time, and the services you need to success-
fully complete. This person will review how you are doing, make changes to the 
services you are getting if needed, and make decisions about your child or chil-
dren coming back to your care.  

Your Attorney: This person gives you legal advice and represents you in court. You can hire your 
own attorney or you can ask the court to appoint an attorney for you, at no cost 
to you. You should ask your attorney questions about the case, and work with 
your attorney toward having the best outcomes for your child or children. You’re 
your attorney can help you review your case file, get and present information that 
you think the court should know about your case, and make statements to the 
court on your behalf.  

Assistant Prosecutor: This person represents the People of the State of Michigan and is a part of the 
court process to support safety in the community and to work toward positive 
outcomes for children and their families.  

Children’s Attorney (Legal 
Guardian Ad Litem, or LGAL) 

This person is appointed by the court to represent your child or children and will 
attend all court hearings.  This person will talk to your child or children, and to 
others to find out what your child or children need, to make sure that they get the 
services and supports that they need while they are in care.  

Court Appointed Special 
Advocate (CASA) 

This person is a trained volunteer from the community who is appointed by the 
Court to get to know your child or children and to make sure that the Court knows  
your child or children’s needs, and to work with others in the case, including the 
Legal Guardian Ad Litem, to try to make sure your child or children get what they 
need.  

Foster Parent Your child or children may be placed in a foster home, a shelter home, residential 
care, or in a relative’s home. If they are in a foster home, the home will be li-
censed by the state to meet standards intended to keep your children safe. Foster 
parents are trained and the foster care worker keeps in close contact with them.  
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   Livingston County is fortunate to have a 

Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) pro-

gram. Our CASA program provides highly 

trained community volunteers to advocate for 

the best interest of children who come into 

the Court system.  

    Each CASA volunteer is assigned to only one 

child or group of siblings. It is their job to get 

to know the children, and to talk to people 

who are important in the child’s life. The CASA 

is in a good position to help the Court under-

stand what is best for the child, and to help 

make sure that your child or children get what 

they need.  

   If a CASA is assigned to your family’s case, 

you may be contacted by a CASA volunteer 

asking to talk with you or for other informa-

tion.  CASA volunteers make periodic reports 

to the Court, and these reports include their 

recommendations for what the Court should 

do for the best interests of the children.  

   You and your attorney can discuss the role of 

the CASA volunteer in more detail, and you 

can learn more about the CASA program by 

visiting LACASA’s website at www.lacasa1.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the Court Appointed Special  
Advocates (CASA) 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 
44"" JUDICAL CIRCUIT 
fAMILY OMSION 

LIVINGSTON COUNTY 

COURT APPOINTED SPECIAl ADVOCATE (CASA} 
COURT REPORT 

11-

COURT ADDRESS: 2Q4S. Highlander Way, Howell, Ml48&43 COURT TELEPHONE: (517) 54&-1500 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

JUDGE: REF.EREE: 
LGAL: DATE OF HEARING: 
ATTORNEY FOR F: ATTORNEY FORM: 
TYPE OF HEARING: ADVOCATE NAME: 

DATE O.F LAST HEARING: 

I. INVESTIGATION 

A. INFORMATION/RECORDS REVIEWED SINCE LAST HEARING: 
Example: 

" Updllt:ed Sewice Plan, 10/1/10 ~ 1/1/11 
• child's psychological eva.luation, 10/22/10 

B. PERSONS INTERVJEWED SINCE LAST HEARING: 
Example: 

• Ms. Teacher, Midd.le School, 1/21/11 
• Mr. and Mrs. Foster Parent, 1/L.0/1.1 
• Johnny, 1/20/11, 1/25/11 

II. NEEDS OF THE CHILDIREN) 

A. PLACEMENT: 
Describe how the child is doing. in the current placement, adjustment, any issues 
in the placement. (Note: If the child is in an unrelated foster home, please do 
not put foster parent identifying information, such as addresses or telephone 
numbers, in the report.) 

B. EDUCATIONAL: 

-NA 

Describe the child(ren)'s progress, setbacks, strengths and needs. If the child has 
special needs, have they been addr!;!ssed or is there a pkm to do so? What are 
the teacher's comments: and concerns? How is the child's: attendance? 

C. MEDICAL/DENTAL: 
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Does the child have any medical or dental needs that should be addressed? Has 
a doctor recommended any follow up care or treatment by a specialist? Is the 
child developmentally appropriate? If not, are there any plans to address 
developmental delays? 

D. PSYCHOLOGICAL/EMOTIONAL: 

Is the child having any behavioral issues that are not developmentally 
appropriate? Does the child have any mental health concerns? Does the child 
need counseling. therapy, psychological or psychiatric evaluation? Is the child on 
any psychotropic medications? 

E. PARENTING TIME: 

How is the child's interaction with the parent(s), as well as the parent interaction 
with the child during the visits? Are there sibling visits if the children do not all 
reside together? Are there relative or non-relative visitors who attend visits? 
When are the visits scheduled? Do the parents and children attend as 
scheduled? If visit was cancelled, why and was it rescheduled? 

F. THE NEEDS AND WISHES OF THE CHILD(REN}: 

Ill. VOLUNTEER ADVOCATE'S RECOMMENDATIONS: (including possible resources) 

Based on the information stated herein I recommend that: 

IV. ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN BY THE ADVOCATE BEFORE THE NEXT HEARING: 

CASA Volunteer Advo.cate Sara Applegate, CASA Supervisor 
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      Parents are expected to be actively in-

volved in this process. It is important that you 

know what is expected of you at each step, 

and that you make sure that you do what is 

expected. You can talk with your attorney and 

your Foster Care Worker about specific things 

you need to be paying attention to, but here 

are some basic ideas: 

 

 Make sure you understand what the prob-

lems are that need to be addressed, and 

take the action that is needed to address 

these problems. The Court will want to 

know that you have done everything that is 

needed to show that your children can be 

returned safely to your care.  

 Make sure that you are where you need to 

be, when you need to be there, including 

your Court dates, parenting time, meetings 

with your attorney and foster care worker. 

We are providing a sheet for you to write in 

contact information so you can let people 

know if you will be late or unable to make it 

to an appointment, and a calendar to help 

you keep track of all of your dates and re-

sponsibilities. 

  Make sure that you are prepared for 

Court, including that you arrive on time and 

are dressed appropriately in clean, business

-like clothes. No t-shirts or shorts. Make 

sure you bring copies of the papers re-

lated to your case, you always use re-

spectful language. Please do not eat, 

drink, or chew gum in the courtroom. Do 

not bring cell phones or other electronic 

devices – they are not allowed in the 

Court unless you have an order from the 

Judge to bring them in as evidence.  

 Keep in touch with your Foster Care 

Worker, and make sure that your worker 

knows about your accomplishments, but 

also make sure that your worker knows 

when you need help, and what kind of 

help you need. You can ask your worker 

to give you feedback about how you are 

doing, and to give you suggestions for 

what to do. 

 Stay involved in your children’s lives in a 

positive way, including, as discussed with 

your foster care worker and the foster 

parents, being part of parent-teacher 

conferences, attending doctor appoint-

ments, attending sports games or per-

formances, or generally being available to 

talk by phone or to exchange letters or e-

mails.  (continued) 

 

Parent/Guardian Responsibilities  
During the Case 
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About Court Orders in Your Case 

   All of the Court Orders in your case must be followed. In Child Protection Cases, the Court 
has to use standard forms for its orders, which are set by the Michigan Supreme Court.  
These forms must cover a lot of information that is required by law, so they tend to be long 
and can be confusing to read. It is your responsibility to make sure you understand what is 
being ordered. Please make sure to ask your attorney, and keep asking, if you have any 
questions about what the Court is ordering you to do.   
 
    A sample of an Order is provided on the following pages. Below are some points to help 
you understand what you are seeing in the Order. Each point below is numbered, and it re-
lates to numbers that are written on the sample order.  
 
1. Although the Orders tend to look the same, each Order has a specific title. Look for the 

title of the Order at the top middle of the first page of the Order. The title tells you which 

hearing this Order follows.  The sample is an “ORDER AFTER PRELIMINARY HEARING”. 

2. Each paragraph is numbered, beginning with #1, which lists the name of the case. Notice 

that the name of the case is always the name of your child or children. They are the fo-

cus of everything the Court does.  

3. Each Order is made specific to your case by checking boxes after each paragraph. These 

boxes reflect either “Findings” made by the Court or “Orders” of the Court. The Findings 

are things that the Court must decide, after hearing testimony and evidence, and the Or-

ders are what the Court says must happen based on what it decided. In the Sample 

“Findings” are in paragraphs 5-20 and Orders are in paragraphs 21-30.  

4.  Notice that in some paragraphs, checking a box is not enough. In the Sample, If the 

Court has decided for the first time that “it is contrary to the welfare of the child(ren) to 

remain in the home”, there must be an explanation of the reasons why the Court is mak-

ing this finding. 

5. Each paragraph in the “IT IS ORDERED” Section contains something that must be done. In 

the Sample, #24 states where the children will be placed, #25 states what services the 

children will be given initially, #26-28 states what the parenting time will be like for each 

parent. In later orders, there will be specific services listed and generally the order will 

refer to the Parent Agency  Treatment Plan and Service Agreement (PATPSA) that you 

will complete with your DHS worker. The PATPSA is explained later in this section.  
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   The Case Service Plan includes all reports 
written by the foster care agency about your 
case. It includes the Initial Service Plan, the 
Updated Service Plan, and the Parent-Agency 
Treatment Plan and Services Agreement.  
 
 The Initial Service Plan (ISP) is a report 

written by the foster care worker that in-
cludes information about you, your family, 
and your child or children. It lists the ser-
vices that are needed to bring your family 
back together again.   

 
 The Updated Service Plan (USP) is written 

by your foster care worker every 90 days, 
with information about progress toward 
achieving the Permanency Planning Goal.  
The Permanency Planning Goal is devel-
oped by your foster care worker and is 
listed in your service plans. It says whether 
the plan is to return your child or children 
to your home, or to do something else, 
like have them live permanently with a 
relative, terminate your parental rights so 
that they can be adopted by another fam-
ily, or another plan 

 
 The Parent-Agency Treatment Plan and 

Service Agreement (PATPSA) is developed 
by you and your foster care worker to-
gether. If the plan is for your child or chil-
dren to be returned to your care, then the 
PATPSA will list what you and your worker 
both must do to resolve the problems that 
caused your child or children to be re-
moved.  

    The Parent-Agency Treatment and 
Service Agreement (PATPSA) includes 
all of the actions and responsibilities of 
everyone in the case. This includes you, 
the foster parents, your child or children 
and the DHS foster care worker.    You 
and your DHS foster care worker will 
develop this plan together. If the plan is 
for your child or children to return to 
your care, your PATPSA will include: 

 
Actions you and, if applicable, your 
partner must take before your child or 
children can return to your care 

 Actions your foster care worker must 
take to assist you and your child or chil-
dren 

Parenting time arrangements 
   The court will review the plan and may 
add, change, or delete certain items 
from it. Some examples of things that 
may be part of your PATPSA are: 
Maintain safe housing 
Maintain employment to support your 
family 

Attend parenting classes, mental health 
counseling, or substance abuse treat-
ment 

There may be other items, depending on 
your case. See the next pages for more 
explanation of the ISP, USP, and PATPSA.  

 
 

Unless your parental rights have been termi-
nated, you have a right to ask for and receive a 
copy of all the reports and plans written by the 

foster care agency about your case.  

DHS Case Service Plan: “Initial” and “Updated 
Service Plans” and “Parent Agency Treatment 

Plan and Service Agreement” (PATPSA) 
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   On the following pages, there are samples of 
the Initial Service Plan form, and the Parent 
Agency Treatment Plan and Service Agree-
ment Form.   
 

   Below are some points to help you un-
derstand what you are seeing in each of 
these forms. Each point below is num-
bered, and it relates to numbers that are 
written on the sample form.  
 
1. The Initial Service Plan is the version that 

is produced first. After that, each form will 
be titled “Updated Service Plan” 

2. The foster care worker will fill out each of 
the blanks in this form by typing directly 
into the form. The main sections com-
pleted in the Initial Service Plan are: 
 Legal Status: the worker lists the reasons 
the child or children entered care, the 
court history, and next steps  
Reasonable efforts: the worker lists ser-
vices that were provided to the children 
and parents to prevent removal, or rea-
sons why it was not reasonable to do so 
Social work contacts: the worker will list 
all the people spoken to, such as school, 
medical providers or others and briefly 
summarizes what they said 
Assessment: the worker summarizes 
what has been learned about the family 
through initial assessments  
Recommendations to the Court: the 
worker will recommend whether the chil-
dren should be placed outside of the 

home, or other orders that should be 
put in place.  

 
A Sample of the “Updated Service Plan” is 
also included.  
1. Note that it looks similar except for the 

title.  
2. Note that the first three sections are the 

same titles as the Initial Service Plan:, 
Legal Status, Reasonable Efforts, and 
Social Work contacts. You should read 
these carefully and compare with the 
Initial Service Plan to make sure you un-
derstand what is updated. 

3. Note that there is a new section, called 
“Progress Summary”. This is a section 
where the worker summarizes progress 
made since the last report in different 
areas. There is going to be an assess-
ment of progress in addressing barriers 
to safe parenting and also an assess-
ment of how parenting time has gone.   

 
A Sample of the PATPSA is also included: 
 After discussion with your case worker, 

there will be a list of services included 
on this form. Some are services that you 
are required to participate in, and some 
are services and supports that the 
Agency must provide to you to address 
needs that you have stated. It is impor-
tant to make sure that everything you 
have talked about with your worker is 
included in the form. 

 You will be asked to sign this form, 
showing your commitment to complet-
ing these assignments.  

 

DHS Case Service Plan: “Initial” and “Updated 
Service Plans” and “Parent Agency Treatment 

Plan and Service Agreement” (PATPSA) 

       

Parent Information Guide rev. 6/6/13



Approved, SCAO JISCODE:PRH 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT- FAMILY DMSION 

COUNTY 

'

CASE NO. 
OROERAFTERPRELIMINARYHEARING . PETITION NO. 

(CHILO PROTECTIVE PROCEEDINGS), PAGE 1 
ORDER __ OF 

Court address Court telephone no. 

1. lnthematterof ~ 
name(s), alias[es), DOB \!:::;;,) 

2. Dateofhearing: Judge/Referee: -------------------=.,--
Barno. 

3. Removal date: _________________ (Speci!Y for each chilO if different) 

0 4. Military/nonmilit~avitattached. 

THE COURT FINDS:\~) 
5. Thechild{ren) 0 is/are 0 is not/are not subject to the <;ontinuing jurisdiction of another court. Court: _______ _ 
6. A petition has been submitted alleging that the above child{ren) come(s) within the provisions of MCL 712A.2{b). 
7. 0 Notice of hearing was given as required by law. 0 NotiCe ofproceedings is to be given as required by law. 
0 8. The child( ref!) isfare Indian as. defined in MCR3.002(5). The petitioner 0 has 0 has not given notlceofthe 

preliminary hearing as required by MCR 3.920(C)(1 ). 
0 The preliminary hearing must be adjourned pending conclusion of a removal hearing required by MCR 3.967. 
0 The removal hearing required by MCR 3.967 was conducted in conjunction with this hearing (see required fmdings in item 15). 

A qualified expert, , testified as required by law. 
9. O a. There is probable cause to believe the legal/putative father(s) is/are: (Name each child, his/her father, and whether legal or putative.) 

O b. Theputativefatherof------------------isunknown and cannot be identified. 

0 10. There is good cause to adjourn the preliminary hearing because-------------------
0 Petitioner recommends removal ofthe child(ren) from the home to assure the immediate safety of the child(ren). 

0 11. The probable-cause determination was waived by all parties present. 
12. There 0 is 0 is not probable cause that one or more of the allegations in the petition are true. 

(SEE SECOND PAGE) 

Do not write below this fine- For court use only 

MCL 712A2{b), MCL 712A 13a, MCL 712A 14, MCL 712A 19a(2), MCL 712A19b(4), MCL 722.638, MCR 3.920(C), MCR 3.921(C), MCR 3.965 

JC 11a (9110) ORDERAFTERPREUMlNARY HEARING (CHILO PROTECTNE PROCEEDINGS), PAGE 1 Parent Information Guide rev. 6/6/13



Approved, SCAO 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
JUDICIAL CIRCinT- FAMILY DIVISION ORDERAFTERPRELIMINARYHEARING 

Court address 

In the matter of 

COUNTY (CHILD PROTECTIVE PROCEEDINGS), PAGE2 
ORDER __ OF __ 

CASE NO. 
PETmONNO. 

JISCODE:PRH 

Court telephone no. 

0 13. There is probable cause the Oparent Oguardian Olegal custodian Ootherperwn residing in the child(ren)'s home 
abused the child(ren). Presence of the alleged abuser in the home 0 does · 0 does not presenta substantial 
risk of harm to the child{ren) 's life, physical health, or mental well-being and he! she 0 should Dshould not 
be ordered out of the home. (Ose form .JC 65, Order Removing Alleged Abuser from Child's Home, as appropriate.) 

14. 0 a. Contrary to the welfare findings were made in a prior order. 
0 b. It is contrary to the welfare of the child(ren) to remain in the home because: (Attach separate sheets as necessary.} 

® 

0 15. 0 a. Reasonabl"l efforts to prevent removal of the child(ren}from the home were made as determined in a prior order. 
0 b. Reasonable efforts were made to prevent r!'lmoval of the child(ren) from the hom a Those efforts include: (Speceybelow.) 

0 c. Thechild(ren) istare Indian, and the court finds by clear and convincing evidence and thetestimonyof an el(pertwitness 
who has knowledge about the ~;:hild-rearing practices of the Indian child's tribe, that active efforts 0 have 0 have not 
been made to provideremedialservices andrehabilitaliveprogramsdesignedtopreventthe breakup ofthe Indian family. 
These efforts have proved 0 unsu~"'cec:c:fu!, D successfu!, the continued custody ofthedlild(ren) by the parent 
or Indian custodian 0 is D.is not likely to result in serious emotional or physical damage to the child(ren), and the 
child(ren} 0 should D should not be removed from the home, (Specily below.) 

The efforts for 15.b. and 15.c. are: (Specifylheeffortsfrom 15.!>. and 15.c. here. lflheclnldis an Indian child, both15.b. and 15.c. apply 
and both the reasonable efforts and active efforts must be specified here.) 

0 d. Reasonable efforts to prevent removal of the chl!d(ren) from the home were not made. 

(SEE THIRD PAGE) 
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Approved. SCAO 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
4UDICIAL CIRCUIT- FAMILY DMS!OI\I 

COUNTY 
OROERAFTERPREUMJNARYiiEARING 

{CHILOPROTECTWE PROCEEDINGS), PAGE4 
ORDER __ OF __ 

CASE NO. 
PETITION NO. 

JISCODE:PRH 

Court address Court telephone no. 

IT IS ORDERED:® 
21. The petition Dis authorized. Dis not authorized. 0 is notauthorized pending resumption of the preliminary hearing. 

D 22. Notice is to be given to the legal/putative father(s) as required by law. D The father was notpresentand must appear at 
the next hearing. D The putative father was present at this hearing and shall establish paternity within 14 days. 

D 23. This matter is set for a continued pretiminruy/removal hearing on pursuantto MCR 3. 967. 
The petitioner shall give notice of these proceedings as required by l\IICR 3.920(C)(1) (useformJC48). 

D 24. Thechild(ren)is/are 

® D a. placed with the Department of Human Services forcareandsupervision, and 
L the parent(s), guardian, or legal custodian shal.l executE) all documents. necessary Ill release confidential information 
regarding the child(ren) including medica~ mental, and educational reports, and shall also, within 7 days, provide the 
Department ofHumanserviceswith lhe:JMfJlE:l(s)and address( es)oflllemedicalprovider(s} lorlhechild(ren). Any medical 
providerforllle child( reo) shall release the medi<:al r$00rds of the child(ren} to the Department of Human Services. 
il. iflhechild(ren) is/are placed in the home of a relative. a homestudyshaUbeperlormedbythe Department of Human 
Services and a copy of the nome study submitted to. the Court not more than 30 days after the placement 
iii. upon request the Department of Human Services shall rele>ase to the foster parent the information concerning the 
child(ren) inaccordancewithMCL 71.2A.13a(13). 

D b. released to underthesupervisionofthe Department 
Name(s) of parent(s)~ guardian, or legal custodian 

ofHumanServices. D The following terms and conditions apply to the parent(s}, guardian, or legal custodian: 

D 25. Each child shall have D a psychological evaluation Dcounseling to detemline appropriateness and conditions 
of parenting time. 

D 26. Parentingtimeof is 
D supervised by the Department of Human Services andfor its designee. 
D unsupervi!;;ed at the discretion of the Department of Human Services. 
D suspended while psychological evaluation or counseling is conducted, or until further order of the court. 

D 27, parenl:ii1\J time of is 
0 supervised by the Department of Human Services and/or its designee. 
D unsupervised at the discretion of the Departmentof Human Services. 
D suspended while psychological evaluation or counseling js conducted, or until further order of the court 

D 28. Parenting time of is 
D supervised by the Department of Human Services andlor its deSignee. 
D unsupervised at the discretio.n ofthe Department of Human services. 
D suspended while psychological evaluation or counseling is conducted, or until further order of the court. 

29. Placement shall continue pending D resumptionofthe preliminary hearing D pretrial D trial D disposition 
00 ~D~are~an=ct~nme==--------------------------

0 30. Other: 

Recommendedby:==c:-::==::-------------------
Referee signature 

Dare Judge 
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Approved, SCAO 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
JUPICIAL CIRCUIT- FAMILY DMSION 

COUNTY 

Court address 

In the matter of 

ORDERAFTERPREUMINARYHEARING 
(CHILD PROTECTIVEPROCEED!NGS),PAGE3 

ORDER __ OF __ 

CASE NO. 
PETmONNO. 

0 16. a. Reasonal:ileeffortsare not required to prevent!hechild(ren)'sremovalfrom the home due to 
0 the 0 mother 0 father subjec!ing!hectlild(ren)!otheaggtavatedcircumstance(s)of 

JISCODE:PRH 

Court telephone no. 

_________________ as provided in section MCL 722.638(1)and(2), and as evidenced 

bY------------------------------------------~~--------~-----

0 the 0 mother's 0 father's convic!ionformurderofanotherchildoftheparent. 
0 the 0 mother's 0 father's convic!ionforvoluntarymanslaughterofanotherchildoftheparent. 
0 the 0 mother's 0 father's conviction for aiding or abetling in !he murder or manslaughter of anotherchild of 

the parent, attempting to murder the child(ren) oranother childofthe parent, or conspiring or soliciting to committhe 
murder of the chUd(ren) oranother child of the parent 

0 the 0 mother's 0 father's conviction for felony assault that resulted in serious bodily injury !Q the child( ren) 
or another child of the parent 

0 the 0 mother's 0 father's involuntarytenninationofparentalrights!Qasiblingofthechild(ren). 

b. Reasonable efforts to preserve-and reunify the family to make it possible for the child{ren) to safely return home are 
0 not required be.cause the parent subjected the child oranotherchi!d ofthe parentto one of the circumstances stated 

above. 
OR 
0 stinrecommendedbecause: 

('Nhen item 16 is checked, either complete R£:m 18 below or schedule a permanencyplannirig hearing within 28 days of-this determination.) 

0 17. 0 a. Reasonableeffortsshallbemadetopreserveandreunifythefamilytomakeitpossibleforthechild(ren)tosafelyretum 
home. --~----- --· "- -~--· - ... , ---- · • ·-~--- ·"··- - --- · -··- --"· -- - -·--- --- -- ----- ---·--·"- -

0 b. Reasonableeffortsshallnotbemadetopreserveandreunifythetamilybecauseitwouldbedetrimentaltothechild(ren)'s 
health and safety. 

0 18. Because reasonable efforts to prevent removal or to reunite thechild(ren) and family are not required, a permanency planning 
hearing was conducted_ (Use and attach form .JC 19. Oroer Following Dispositional Review/PeflTianency Planning Hearing.) 

19. Conditions of custody in the home and with the individual with whom the child(ren) reside(s) 
0 a. are adequate tosafuguardthechild(ren) from theriskofharmtothechild(ren)'s life, physical health, and mental well-being. 
0 b. are not adequate to safeguard the child(ren) from the risk of harm to the child( ren )'s life, physical health, and mental well

being. 
0 No provision of service or other arrangement except removal of the child(ren) is reasonably available to adequately 

safeguard the child( reo) from !he risk ofhann to the child{ren)'s life, physical health, and mental well-beinR 
0 Conditions of custody at !he placementawayfrom the home.andwith the individual With whom thechild(ren) is/are placed 

are adequate to safeguard the child(ren)'s life, physical health, and mental well-being. 

0 20. Parenting lime with _________________ , even if supervised, may be harmful to the child(ren). 

(SEE FOURTH PAGE) 
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   The time you spend with your children is 
important for them and for you. You have a 
right to see your children at least once every 
seven days unless there is an order prohibiting 
it.  
   We have been working hard to find ways to 
support positive parenting time. In most cases, 
we are working toward the time when you and 
your children will be able to be on your own.     
   For now, though, there can be some limita-
tions. The court may have decided that some-
one should be with you when you see your 
children. If so, parenting time is “supervised”, 
and may be supervised by a DHS worker.  
   Your Parent-Agency Treatment Plan and Ser-
vice Agreement  (PATPSA) will outline when 
and where parenting time will happen. If you 
need help with transportation, check with 
your Foster Care Worker.  
   We have talked with parents and as a result 
we are working to make this supervised par-
enting time as comfortable as possible for par-
ents and children. We schedule parenting time 
for as many days per week, and as much time 
per visit as we can because more frequent par-
enting time for longer periods of time is usu-
ally good for children and parents. We sched-
ule parenting time in comfortable, community 
based locations whenever possible so that 
there is room to move around and play.  
   We have worked with experts in parenting 
time who tell us that there are five things that 
are most important to pay attention to in par-
enting time. These things are: 
 
 Emotion: Stress, grief, sadness, confusion, 

worry, guilt, embarrassment, loneliness, 
fear, and disappointment are all normal 
emotions during this time, and they apply 
to parents and to children. It is important 

to develop skills for dealing with emo-
tions, which will help you and serve as a 
good model for your children. Examples 
of these skills might be to talk things out, 
to write things down in a journal, to stay 
active and healthy, and to focus on the 
things you can control.  

 Communication: This includes talking and 
listening to the different people involved 
in your case, so that you know exactly 
what to do to work toward getting your 
children back in your care. Some skills 
that can be helpful include paying atten-
tion to how you get information, how you 
are able to say what your concerns are, 
how you are able to talk about your chil-
dren even though they are with someone 
else, and how you handle disagreements 
with other.  

 Preparation: Children may be confused 
or anxious, and they may benefit from 
you thinking ahead of time about what 
they need, what they may be missing, 
and other things. You can bring special 
toys or games to your parenting time or 
crafts to work on together. 

 Connection:  It is important to be there 
consistently and on time, to have things 
that you enjoy doing together, and to 
make positive connections with the peo-
ple who are caring for your child. You can 
reflect on your child and what seems to 
work best for connecting – is it playing a 
sport, or doing a craft or reading a book – 
and try to focus parenting time in that 
direction. It is also important for your 
children to be able to see positive con-

Successful Parenting Time 
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nections being made between you and the 
foster parent.  

 Transition: Saying goodbye to each other 
can be very hard, but taking the time to 
think about what went well and what you 
did not like may help you to feel more in 
control and to look forward to preparing for 
the next visit. 

  
   Parenting is one of the hardest jobs there is 
for anyone. All parents can benefit from learn-
ing more about how children’s brains work, 
what to expect from children at each stage of 
their development, and how to support posi-
tive growth while setting loving limits. You 
may be attending parenting classes as part of 
your Parent-Agency Treatment Plan, or you 
may want to check out resources on your own. 
The Women’s Resource Center, The Livingston 
Family Center, and other organizations offer 
classes.  
 
   There are also books and other resources 
available through the local libraries. As a par-
ent, you are the most important teacher for 
your children. Your children are watching how 
you handle things and are often copying you. 
You can help them by learning to manage diffi-
cult emotions, by responding to what they 
need, and by working toward solutions to 
problems.   
 
 
 
 

Here are some ideas for what to do during 
visits: 
 
 For younger children, bring books, toys, 

games, puzzles or other activities your 
child enjoys 

 
 For older children, ask them how they 

are doing, talk about school, play a 
game, do a craft project, or other activi-
ties your child enjoys 

 
 Make sure that you give individual at-

tention to each child at some point dur-
ing the parenting time. 

 
 Do not talk with your children about the 

case, and do not bring up topics that the 
court has ordered not to be discussed 
with the children. Be mindful that all 
conversations are appropriate for your 
child or children.  

 
 
 
 

Successful Parenting Time (continued) 
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   Domestic Violence is serious. 
 Everyone has a right to be safe, and safety 

includes being free from physical harm, fear, 
or intimidation. If you fear for your safety or 

just want to talk about your situation, call 
LACASA, Livingston County’s Domestic Vio-
lence organization, at 517 548 1350, or on 

their 24 hr. Toll Free Crisis Line 866 522 2725. 
You can visit LACASA on line at lacasa1.org or 
you can come to their office in Howell at 2895 

W. Grand River to talk to a counselor or to 
use their shelter. 

 
Here are some  questions to help understand 
if there has been abusive behavior  
  Does your partner monitor all of your time; 

keep track of where you go, who you talk 
with and what you do? 

 
  Have you ever seen a doctor for an injury 

caused by your partner? 
 
 After your partner harms you or abuses you 

does your partner apologize for their 
behavior? Promise it will never happen 
again? Deny that the abuse took place or 
say that it was not as bad as you claim? 
 

  Has your partner ever hurt or abused your 
child or your household pet? 

 
REMEMBER….YOU ARE NOT ALONE 

 
   You may not know what you want or where 
to turn. You may be afraid to take any action 
that might make your partner more angry. If 
you have children, you may be worried about 
them. 

   You may be concerned about your financial 
situation. These are valid concerns and it is 
important to consider the physical and emo-
tional toll abuse can have on you and your 
family. 
   It is reported by many survivors that abuse 
in a relationship often escalates, becoming 
more frequent and dangerous. It may be 
helpful for you to talk things out and explore 
different options with a counselor or sup-
port group.  
 
 
Parents who are abusers should know that 
there is help available in this community to 
support positive change, but that continued 
use of abuse is not acceptable.  
 
Consider these questions in thinking about 
whether you may be abusive… 

  It seems like I have two different person-
alities: one side is very loving, while the 
other is cruel and hurtful.  

 I am excessively jealous and possessive. 

  I want to control my partner’s relation-
ships with family, coworkers and friends 

 I want to make all the important deci-
sions    

 I limit my partner’s access to money and 
other financial resources.    

 I have humiliated my partner with name 
calling, put-downs, and mind games 

  My partner is afraid of my behavior at 
times.   (continued) 

Domestic Violence Information 
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  I blame my behavior on my partner, other 
people or other things. 

  I have threatened my partner or someone 
they care about. 

  I have thrown things at my partner, broken 
or stolen possessions.calling, put downs and 
mind games   I have restrained, pushed, 
shoved, hit, slapped, kicked, punched, or 
hurt my partner in a physical way. 

  I have humiliated, harassed or mistreated 
my partner. 

  I have used the children against my partner 
– put down parenting skills, encouraged 

 the kids to be abusive to my partner or 
threatened regarding the children’s custody 
or safety. 

  After a hurtful incident, I apologized and 
was loving to my partner for a time, and 
promised to change. 

*Provided courtesy of LACASA 
www.lacasa1.org. LACASA offers a Domestic 
Abuse Intervention Program.  

 
    A related issue is reactions associated with 
sexual trauma following sexual assault. Normal 
reactions include: 
 Intense or wild mood swings 
 Great concern about security (cecking 

door locks, etc.) 
 Periods of extreme withdrawal alternating 

with great frustration and edginess 
 Disorientation and periods of memory loss 

 Need to describe the assault repeatedly 
 Extreme shame, blaming self, or excus-

ing the rapist 
 Rage, possibly inappropriately directed 
 Emotional withdrawal 
 Age regression 
 Need for great seclusion or need to be 

surrounded by people at all times 
 Changes in sleeping or eating patterns 
 Onset or relapse of eating disorders 
 Onset or relapse of substance abuse 
 Changes in physical appearance (may be 

extreme) 
 Great efforts into maintaining a “normal 

appearance” 
 Flashbacks, panic attacks, or even brief 

psychotic episodes 
 Change in social behavior or social group 
 
Contact LACASA for support if you have been 
assaulted.  
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Substance Abuse affects many of the families 

who are involved in the Child Welfare System. 

Consider the following questions carefully in 

asking whether you have a substance abuse 

problem, and if so, consider seeking out re-

sources to help.  

 

The following questions were adapted from 

those written by recovering addicts in Narcotics 

Anonymous and published in the NA’s brochure 

entitled, “Am I an Addict?” 

 Do you ever use alone? 

 Have you ever replaced one drug for another, 
thinking one particular drug was the problem? 

 Have you ever manipulated or lied to a doctor to 
get prescription drugs? 

 Have you ever stolen drugs or stolen to get drugs? 

 Do you regularly use a drug when you wake up or 
when you go to bed? 

 Have you ever taken one drug to overcome the 
effects of another? 

 Do you avoid people or places that do not approve 
of you using drugs? 

 Have you ever used a drug without knowing what it 
was or what it would do? 

 Has your job or school performance suffered from 
the effects of your drug use? 

 Have you ever been arrested as the result of your 
use? 

 Have you ever lied about what or how much you 
use? 

 Do you put the purchase of drugs ahead of your 
financial responsibilities? 

 Have you ever tried to stop or control your use? 

 Have you ever been in jail, hospital or drug rehab 
because of your use? 

 Does using interfere with your sleeping or eating? 

 Does the thought of running out of drugs terrify 
you? 

 Do you feel it is impossible to live without drugs? 

 Do you ever question your own sanity? 

 Is your drug use making life at home unhappy? 

 Have you ever thought you couldn’t fit in or have a 
good time without drugs? 

 Have you ever felt defensive, guilty or ashamed 
about your using? 

 Do you think a lot about drugs? 

 Have you had irrational or indefinable fears? 

 Has your using affected your sexual relationships? 

 Have you ever taken drugs you didn’t prefer? 

 Have you ever used drugs because of emotional 

pain or stress? 

 Do you continue to use despite negative conse-

quences? 

 Do you think you have a drug or alcohol problem? 

 

If you answered “yes” to some of the above 
questions, you may want to seek further 

evaluation. 

Substance Abuse Information  
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   Your Department of Human Services (DHS) Case Worker can help you connect to services that can 
help your family.  

If you do not have a direct number for your case worker, you can call the DHS office at 517-548-
0200. 

   DHS is located at 2300 E. Grand River Ave., Ste. 1 Howell, MI 48843 in the County East Complex at 
Grand River and Chilson Road.  Other resources you may need can be found on the following pages 
in the categories of: 
 
 Basic Needs 
 Mental Health and Counseling 
 Services for Teens 
 Education and Community Services 

 

 

Community Services and Resources 
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Mental Health and Counseling:  Your plan may include working with a specific mental health professional, but if you 
need to find a mental health professional, here are some options: 

Livingston County Community Mental Health 
2280 E Grand River Ave 
Howell, MI  48843 
517.546.4126 
http://cmhliv.org 

Advanced Behavioral Medicine 
2901 E Grand River Ave 
Howell, MI  48843 
517.548.1537 
http://www.advancedbehavioralmedicine.com/  

Complete Counseling Center 
721 E Grand River Ave 
Howell, MI  48843 
517.546.4445 
 

Livingston County Catholic Charities 
Individual & Family Counseling 
2020 E Grand River Ave, Suite 103 
Howell, MI  48843 
517.545.5944 
lccss@voyager.net  

Livingston Family Center 
4376 E M-36 
Pinckney, MI  48169 
810.231.9591 
http://livingstonfamilycenter.org/ 

Livingston County Wraparound Services 
3760 Cleary College Dr 
Howell, MI  48843 
517.548.0081 

Substance Abuse Services:  You may be referred to a specific provider to address substance abuse issues, but if you 
need to find other resources, here are some options: 

ALANON Support Groups 
320 Bijou 
Howell, MI 48843 
517.546.9350 
http://www.al-anon.alateen.org/  

Brighton Hospital Adolescent Services 
12851 E Grand River Ave 
Brighton, MI  48116 
810.225.2580 
http://www.brightonhospital.org  

Karen Bergbower & Associates 
Counseling Services 
10291 Grand River Ave 
Brighton, MI  48116-6542 
810.225.9550 

Key Alliance, Inc. – Human Development Services 
210 S East St., Suite 2 
Brighton, MI  48116 
810.220.8192 

Services for teens:  You may need to find supportive services for your children. 

Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Livingston County 
1004 Pinckney Rd, Suite 203 
Howell, MI  48843 

Boy Scouts of America,  
Great Sauk Trail Council 
1979 Huron Parkway 
Ann Arbor, MI  48104 
734.971.7100 
http://www.bsa-greatsauktrail.org  

Girl Scouts of the Huron Valley Council 
1900 Manchester Rd 
Ann Arbor, MI  48106 
734.971.8800 
http://www.gshom.org 

Gateway Community Services 
910 Abbott Rd, Suite 100 
East Lansing, MI  48823 
517.351.4000 
http://www.gatewayservices.org  

The Connection Youth Services 
Provide Assistance to Youth & Family 
866.440.7233 
Theconnection.LFC@gmail.com  

4-H Youth Program 
2300 E Grand River Ave, Suite 111 
Howell, MI  48843 
517.546.3950 
http://www.livgov.com/msue/4h/Pages/default.aspx  

Midcourse Correction Boot Camp 
P.O. Box 250 Hamburg Rd 
Hamburg, MI  48139 
810.227.0243 
http://www.midcoursecorrection.org  

Ozone House 
Runaway Shelter 
1705 Washtenaw Ave 
Ann Arbor, MI  48105 
734.662.2222 
http://www.ozonehouse.org  
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Education and Community Services:  You may need to find support for your own or your children’s education.  Here are 
some resources: 

Sylvan Learning Center 
8700 N Second St, Suite 201 
Brighton, MI  48116 
810.227.1800 
http://www.tutoring.sylvanlearning.com 

Brighton Community Education 
7878 Brighton Rd 
Brighton, MI  48116 
810.229.1419 

Brighton District Library 
100 Library Dr 
Brighton, MI  48116 
http://brightonlibrary.info 

Fowlerville Community Education & Recreation 
444 N Hibbard St, P.O. Box 769 
Fowlerville, MI  48836 
517.223.6483 

Fowlerville District Library 
131 Mill St 
Fowlerville, MI  48836 
517.223.9089 
Library131@yahoo.com  

Genesis Alternative Education 
Hartland Consolidated Schools 
P.O. Box 900 
Hartland, MI  48353 
810.632.6022 

Hartland Community Education & Child Care Center 
10235 School St 
P.O. Box 900 
Hartland, MI  48353 

Hartland Cromaine District Library 
3688 N Hartland P.O. Box 308 
Hartland, MI  48353 
810.632.5200 
http://www.cromaine.org  

Howell Area Recreation Department 
Alcohol Cessation 
925 W Grand River Ave 
Howell, MI  48843 
517.546.0693 

Howell Carnegie District Library 
314 W Grand River Ave 
Howell, MI  48843 
517.546.0720 
http://www.howell-carnegie.lib.mi.us 

Howell Community Education 
1400 W Grand River 
Howell, MI  48843 
Days:  517.548.6280  /  Nights:  517.548.6326 

Pinckney Community Education 
350 Mower Rd 
Pinckney, MI  48169 
734.878.3888 
http://www.pinckney.lib.mi.us 

Other Services and Support: 

ARC of Livingston County 
Assisting those with Developmental Disabilities 
1044 Durant Dr, Suite 1 
Howell, MI  48843 
517.546.1228 
http://www.arclivingston.org  

Livingston Community Hospice 
Grief and Loss Services 
620 Byron Rd 
Howell, MI  48843 
800.862.5162 

Forever Families 
Pregnancy Counseling/Adoption Services 
121 S Barnard St, No 8 
Howell, MI  48843 
248.318.5315 
foreverfamilies@ameritech.net  

Planned Parenthood 
Sex & Pregnancy Counseling 
7900 Grand River Ave 
Brighton, MI  48116 
810.220.4513 
3100 Professional Dr 
Ann Arbor, MI  48104 
734.973.0710 
http://www.miplannedparenthood.org  

Human Development Center Inc. 
2708 E Grand River 
Howell, MI  48843 
517.545.5890 

Pregnancy Helpline 
Hartland Woods Square 
9560 Highland Rd 
Howell, MI  48843 
810.632.5656 
http://www.pregnancy-helpline.org  
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Livingston County Friend of the Court 
210 S Highlander Way 
P.O. Box 707 
Howell, MI  48844 
517.546.0230 
http://www.livgov.com/foc/pages/default.aspx  

Livingston County Office of the Prosecuting Attorney 
210 S Highlander Way 
Howell, MI 48843 
517.548.1850 
Prosecuting Attorney:  William Vailliencourt 
http://www.livgov.com/pros/pages/default.aspx 

Livingston Educational Service Agency 
1425 W Grand River Ave 
Howell, MI  48843 

Livingston County Department of Public Health (WIC) 
2300 E Grand River, Suite 102 
Howell, MI 48843 
517.546.9850 
http://www.livgov.com/health/pages/default.aspx  
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Keeping Up with Scheduling 

   Your Court schedule is very important, but so are all of the other things you will be doing 
as part of this case. On the following pages, we have provided a calendar for you to use to 
keep track of all of the days and times you will need to plan to be at different places. Here is 
a basic list to help with keeping track of what you will be doing. All of these will not apply to 
every case, but they do tend to apply to many of the cases.  

Type of Meeting How is the Schedule 
Set? 

My Days and Times Phone Number to Call if 
you cannot make it  

Court hearings Set by the Court, usu-
ally at each hearing, 
but more than one 
hearing date and 
time may be set up 
at once 

See the following 
page for a place to 
keep track of when 
these hearings will be 
held 

It is ESSENTIAL that you 
attend all hearings. Con-
tact your attorney if you 
know there is a problem 
before the hearing, con-
tact the Court if you have 
a problem the day of the 
hearing at  
517-546-1500. 

Meetings with 
your DHS case 
worker 

Set between you and 
the worker 

 Contact your worker as 
soon as you know if there 
is a problem 

Parenting time Depends on the 
Court order—if it is 
supervised by DHS it 
will be set up by 
them  

  

Parenting 
classes 

Depends on what 
classes you are re-
ferred to 

  

Drug/alcohol  
testing 

Depends on your  
Order 

Likely to be random   

Counseling Set between you and 
your counselor 

  

Other:    
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Court Schedule 

Date My Child or Children Removed:  

Type of Hearing* Date of Hearing 

Preliminary Hearing Date 
 

 

Pre-Trial Hearing  
 

 

Trial (Adjudication) Hearing 
 

 

Disposition Hearing 
 

 

Dispositional Review Hearing #1 
 

 

Dispositional Review Hearing #2 
 

 

Dispositional Review Hearing #3 
 

 

Dispositional Review Hearing 
  

 

Permanency Planning Hearing 
  

 

Termination Hearing 
 

 

* Note: Types of hearings are described in “About the Court Case” page 3  
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