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WELCOME
Livingston County Commissioners, Residents, and Partners,
On behalf of the Livingston County Health Department, I am honored to present to the
Board of Commissioners and the community our 2020 Annual Report. What a year it was
with the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic and the many challenges it put upon our
department. Our dedicated team of public health professionals rose to the challenge and
took on many roles beyond their regular positions. We expanded our workforce to
increase our ability to respond during unprecedented times, working seven days a week,
with many sacrifices and long hours away from our families. We authored a Community
Preparedness and Response Plan, which many businesses and local units of government
adopted or used as a resource. Finally, in December 2020, we received our first shipment
of the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine and began providing vaccinations to those prioritized.
In 2020, our Medical Director, Dr. Don Lawrenchuk, retired after dedicating more than 30
years to public health. In March of 2020, we welcomed Dr. Juan Marquez MD, MPH as a
shared medical director with both Livingston and Washtenaw County Health Departments.
Dr. Marquez joined our team during the beginning of a very challenging time, however, he
was ready to roll up his sleeves and get to work. Dr. Marquez brings many talents and
expertise to the community, and has been essential in leading our medical direction
during these continued critical times.
We were not alone in our efforts; our success is defined by the partnerships and
collaboration with our first responders, hospital systems, school and business leaders,
volunteers, and the many nonprofit agencies that provided support to assure our
community's needs were being met throughout 2020. Together we are Livingston Strong!

In good health,
Dianne McCormick
Health Officer
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PERSONAL AND PREVENTIVE
HEALTH SERVICES

The Personal and Preventive Health Services (PPHS) Division works to improve the health
and well-being of Livingston County residents by providing a variety of direct services to
the community. Services within the PPHS Division include: Children's Special Health Care
Services, Communicable Disease Control, Hearing and Vision Screening, Immunizations,
TB Testing, HIV Testing, Nurses Welcome Newborns, Healthcare Enrollment Assistance,
and Women, Infants, and Children (WIC).

1,458

Immunizations to 1,133 children & adults

277

Animal bites reported and investigated

377

Sexually transmitted disease cases investigated

3
93

HIV rapid tests performed

Tuberculin skin tests administered

662

Families supported by Children's Special Health Care Services

559

Children referred for further evaluation after 7,815 hearing/vision screenings

1,771

WIC clients served
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

The Environmental Health (EH) Division is responsible for improving and protecting the
public health, welfare, and environment through inspection programs and educational
outreach. Services within the EH Division include: Air Quality, Community Health and
Safety, Food Protection, Vector Surveillance, Wastewater Management, and Water Quality.

1,067

Food service inspections

37

Food service complaints investigated

511

Well permits issued

420
67
9
46
385
11

Septic system permits issued

Public swimming pools regulated

Public beaches regulated

General complaints investigated

Non-community public water supplies regulated

Campgrounds inspected
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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

The Emergency Preparedness programs focus on protecting the public in the event of a
public health emergency. The program helps to mitigate, respond quickly, and effectively
recover from public health emergencies.

925
2

Hours donated by Medical Reserve Corp (MRC) (~$26,399 in volunteer hours)

Emergency responses (COVID-19 & Eastern Equine Encephalitis)

21

Youth trained in emergency preparedness

21

Youth trained in Anytime CPR

11

Individuals trained in CPR/First Aid

3

Individuals trained in Stop the Bleed

5

Community outreach trainings provided

3

Full-scale exercises held

AT A GLANCE
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HEALTH PROMOTION
Health Promotion educates the public about current health issues and communicates
important health and safety messages to the public and media. Health Promotion also
encompasses several preventive programs which empower individuals to play active roles
in achieving and sustaining healthy lifestyles.

175
55
1,290

Prescription for Health program participants

Press releases sent to local media

New Facebook page "likes"

EPIDEMIOLOGY
Epidemiology focuses on the incidence, distribution, and possible control of diseases and
was recently added to LCHD in 2020. Epidemiology provides guidance regarding infection
prevention and control and assists with disease outbreak investigations.

300+
51

Infection prevention consultations

Disease outbreak investigations

DISEASE PREVENTION & SURVEILLANCE
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EASTERN EQUINE ENCEPHALITIS (EEE)

In early September, MDHHS reported a swift increase in the number of
Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) cases in horses compared to 2019.
The geographic area of cases was also larger than 2019 suggesting that the
types of mosquitoes that transmit EEE were present in more areas of the state
that previously thought. Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, the DNR was not operating
or testing wild animals. Since case counts in wild animals remained unknown,
outbreak areas and risk for human safety were difficult to define until a positive
horse was identified. In Livingston County, an unvaccinated five-year-old mare in
Howell was confirmed positive. Learning from the 2019 response, the state acted
swiftly to activate plans for aerial spraying across affected areas to reduce the risk
of exposure and transmission to the public. LCHD staff from EH, Emergency
Preparedness, Health Promotion, and PPHS worked together in order to provide
accurate and timely information to the public throughout this response.

MOSQUITO SURVEILLANCE
During the summer of 2020, the EH Division participated in a grant
funded mosquito surveillance program with the Michigan Department
of Health and Human Services. The purpose of the grant was to provide
baseline data on the presence of mosquito species that carry the Zika virus. These
species have the potential to transmit this virus to humans which can cause birth
defects in pregnant women. To obtain this data, specially designed mosquito traps to
attract these types of mosquitos were placed at various businesses throughout
Livingston County (i.e. parks, campgrounds, and tire yards). The mosquitos that
carry the Zika virus were not detected in Livingston County.

DISEASE PREVENTION & SURVEILLANCE
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COMMUNICABLE DISEASES
The public health system depends upon reports of communicable diseases to monitor the
health of the community and to provide the basis for preventive actions. Reporting of
diseases is required by physicians, laboratories, schools, and daycares for both diagnosed
and suspected cases of communicable disease. Public health officials in Livingston County
collaborate to perform disease surveillance, case and outbreak investigation, contact
tracing, education, treatment, and immunization for over 70 reportable communicable
diseases. These public health strategies are used to understand disease transmission and
implement county-level interventions to reduce the spread of communicable diseases in
Livingston County.

TOP COMMUNICABLE DISEASES
IN LIVINGSTON COUNTY

AGENCY FOCUS
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COVID-19 RESPONSE
Public health promotes and protects the health of people and communities where they
live, work, and play. Although this is a responsibility we undertake each year, the COVID19 pandemic of 2020 brought our work to the forefront. Looking back on 2020, we are
reminded of the strength and resilience of our staff, partners, and community members.
On March 18th, the first presumptive positive case of COVID-19 was identified in
Livingston County. Our staff jumped into action, following up with each case of COVID-19,
providing guidance to schools and businesses, working with long term care facilities to
supplement their Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and cleaning supplies, and forming
partnerships to bring COVID-19 testing to our community. As the year progressed, our
community faced rolling waves of illness. However, with each wave, our knowledge of the
virus grew and we were able to adjust our tactics to best keep our community safe. Our
guidance was enhanced; our preventive measures were refined; our community worked
together to keep each other safe. Until finally, the year ended with a beacon of hope.
On December 22nd, Livingston County Health Department received its first shipment of
the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine and within 24 hours, the first vaccinations were
administered. This was the tool our community had long awaited. It symbolized not the
end of efforts, but the beginning of a new and hopeful phase in our response to the
COVID-19 pandemic that continues to this day.

AGENCY FOCUS
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COVID-19 RESPONSE TIMELINE
December 2019
A novel coronavirus is identified.
January 2020
LCHD begins to monitor
travelers for illness and the first
case of COVID-19 is identified in
the U.S.

March 2020
The first presumptive positive
COVID-19 case is identified in
Livingston County. LCHD begins
increased case investigations and
shifts to operating seven
days/week to meet the demand
of incoming calls and inquires.
The Stay Home, Stay Safe Order
begins on March 23, 2020.

April/May 2020
LCHD works with Livingston
County leaders to develop the
Livingston County
Administration COVID-19
Preparedness and Response Plan.
This plan sets the standard for
all county departments to take
safe steps to protect employees
from the risk of

July 2020
LCHD begins meeting with

exposure to
COVID-19.

school superintendents weekly
and develops return to school
guidelines to keep children safe.
LCHD assigns liaisons to work
with each public school district
and private schools.

September 2020
LCHD staff and volunteers
begin distributing roughly
30,000 free masks to the public.

AGENCY FOCUS
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COVID-19 RESPONSE TIMELINE
October 2020
LCHD trains staff for anticipated
COVID-19 mass vaccination
clinics by hosting

October/November 2020

drive-through flu

Livingston County experiences a

vaccine clinics.

large surge in COVID-19 cases.

November/

December 2020

December 2020

Livingston County receives its

LCHD begins

first shipments of the COVID-19

preparing for the

vaccine in limited quantities.

anticipated Emergency Use

Within 24 hours of receipt, LCHD

Authorization (EUA) of COVID-19

begins vaccinating priority

vaccines. LCHD purchases clinic

populations including healthcare

supplies, trains staff and volunteers,

workers and first responders.

and identifies potential mass
vaccination clinic locations.

2020 LIVINGSTON COUNTY COVID-19 CASES
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FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
EXPENSES BY DIVISION
COVID-19
24%

Agency Support
9%

Environmental Health
27%

Health Promotion
4%
Emergency Preparedness
7%

Personal & Preventive Health
29%

Total operating budget:

$4,275,164

REVENUES BY SOURCE
COVID-19
19%

Grants
3%

Federal & State Programs
44%

Fees & Licenses
24%
County Support
10%

OTHER PROGRAMS
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MY COMMUNITY DENTAL CENTERS
Providing dental care for all.
The partnership between LCHD and MCDC was formed
to address the need for dental services to Medicaid
enrollees and low-income, uninsured residents
throughout Livingston County. MCDC provides
services on behalf of LCHD, with the mission to
improve the lives of patients and enhance community
health by setting the highest standard of oral health
care. At MCDC, it is all about the people- they strive
to provide each patient with pleasant and stress-free
dental care at a cost they can afford.

MCDC SERVED 2,198 PAITENTS WITH 3,970 OFFICE VISITS IN 2020.

PATIENTS BY INSURANCE

Traditional Insurance
14.7%

2,000

MyDP/nDP
7.1%

Healthy Kids
13.7%

PATIENTS BY AGE
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Mission
Livingston County Health Department will protect, preserve, and promote the
health and safety of the people of Livingston County.

Vision
Livingston County will be a safe and healthy community where all people realize
their fullest health potential and live enriched and productive lives.
Dianne McCormick
Health Officer
Dr. Juan Marquez
Medical Director
Matt Bolang
Deputy Health Officer/Director of Environmental Health
Elaine Brown
Deputy Health Officer/Director of Personal & Preventive Health

www.LCHD.org
2300 E. Grand River Ave., Suite 102, Howell, MI 48843
517-546-9850

