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COMMUNICABLE
DISEASE UPDATE
A Quarterly Newsletter Publication of Livingston County Health Department

Communicable Disease Reporting
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) maintains, reviews, and revises a list of reportable
diseases every year. In January 2022, several additions were
made to the list:
Agents of infection to be reported (listed by condition)
Agents of infection to be reported (listed by pathogen)
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Did you know?
According to the Michigan Public Health
Code, all providers and laboratories are
required to report to public health.

Reporting through MDSS
Michigan uses a web-based communicable disease reporting
system called the Michigan Disease Surveillance System
(MDSS). MDSS allows the secure transfer, maintenance, and
analysis of communicable disease surveillance information.
Michigan Disease Surveillance System (MDSS)
Information for Healthcare Providers - MDSS
Most cases need to be reported by providers within
three days; however, some cases need to be reported
within 24 hours, or even immediately.
Timely and accurate reporting is vital, not just for
surveillance, but also for local and state agencies to quickly
react to outbreaks and health trends in our community.

Do you have MDSS access?
Please contact the Livingston County Health Department
(LCHD) for information regarding access. Call 517-546-9850.

Find more information on our website: www.LCHD.org

Animal Bites & Exposures

COVID-19
Vaccinations
Livingston County Health Department
(LCHD) continues to offer COVID-19
vaccination clinics. Check appointment
availability at https://bit.ly/3KqWetz.
Find other vaccination providers
at www.vaccines.gov.

Contact Us
LCHD staff are available to assist with
reporting and/or case consultation. For
after hours emergencies and reporting,
call 911.
Main Line:
517-546-9850
Email: health@livgov.com
Secure Fax: 517-545-9685
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Tick Bites, Treatment, and Prophylaxis
Warmer temperatures mean an increase in tick activity. Ticks are most active between the months of April
and September. Typically, ticks feed on wildlife (e.g. squirrels and deer), but pets and humans can be bitten
too. Once a tick finds a good host, it will attach and feed for several days until it becomes engorged or it is
removed. Some, but not all, ticks carry diseases which can be transmitted to humans. These diseases can be
serious, or even fatal, if they are not diagnosed and treated properly.

In Michigan, three common types of ticks can pose a health threat:
1.-American Dog Tick – Diseases associated with the American dog tick are rare in Michigan, but may
include Rocky Mountain spotted fever and tularemia.
2. Blacklegged (Deer) Tick – These ticks can transmit Lyme disease, the most common tick-borne disease in
Michigan. Other rare diseases include: anaplasmosis, babesiosis, deer-tick virus, and ehrlichiosis.
3. Lone Star Tick – Can spread ehrlichiosis, Rocky Mountain spotted fever, tularemia, STARI, and alpha-gal
syndrome, among other diseases.

Symptoms of Illness
Following a Tick Bite
Some symptoms to look for include:
Flu-like symptoms (headache, muscle
pain/aches, vomiting, fever, malaise)
Bullseye rash known as erythema
migrans
If left untreated, these diseases can lead
to further complications such as:
Speech difficulties
Seizures
Facial palsy
Heart palpitations
Inflammation of the brain/spinal cord

Tick Resources:
Tick Identification through LCHD
Tickborne Diseases in Michigan: A
Reference for Healthcare Providers
Lyme Disease Tip Sheet for Providers
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Treatment improves outcomes.
Individuals bitten by a tick are highly recommended to
visit their healthcare provider. Patients should be
encouraged to bring the tick to their appointment to rule
out any possible infection and identify the tick. Review
treatment recommendations at https://bit.ly/3Ldc8cp.
Livingston County has a known risk for Lyme disease,
which can be carried by blacklegged ticks. If
the tick is engorged with blood, the risk
of Lyme disease is higher, and PEP*
should be considered. A flat,
or unfed tick, is unlikely to
have transmitted the pathogen
that causes Lyme disease.
FLAT
ENGORGED
Healthcare providers can use CDC's Lyme Disease
Prophylaxis After Tick Bite Flowchart to determine if PEP*
is recommended. Visit https://bit.ly/3xSEQLL.
*Single dose of doxycycline (200 mg for adults or 4.4
mg/kg for children of any age weighing less than 45 kg)

Lyme Disease PEP Flowchart
Find more information on our website: www.LCHD.org
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Syphilis: Rising Rates
Syphilis rates in Michigan continue to rise.
In 2021 alone, syphilis rates increased 25%. More
specifically, the percentage of females testing positive for
syphilis is on the rise. In 2020, 14% of syphilis cases in
Michigan were female. By 2021, females comprised 21% of
cases. Over the last 5 years, the rate of female syphilis
cases has increased by five times, and overall rates of
syphilis have tripled state-wide in the last three years.

Testing
The recommended testing window for syphilis is within 3
weeks after sores appear. Testing should be recommended
to all patients with increased risks of sexually transmitted
infections (STIs) such as: having new sex partners, having
sex with multiple partners, and those experiencing any
symptoms of STIs. Additionally, all pregnant women in the
first and third trimesters should be tested. Early testing
and diagnosis can make treatment easier and prevent
serious health concerns.

Treatment

CDC

STI Treatment

Recommendations

The CDC recommends
penicillin as the preferred drug for treatment of syphilis.
The dosage and length of treatment will vary depending
on the stage and symptoms of the disease. For more
treatment information, see the CDC’s STI Treatment
Guidelines at CDC.gov/std/treatment-guidelines.

Protection
The best ways to protect against syphilis are abstaining
from sexual activity, limiting number of sex partners, using
condoms, retesting annually, and avoiding drug and
alcohol use. Patients should be counselled on protection.

Reporting
In order to control the spread and exposure of our
community, syphilis is a reportable condition in Michigan.
Report positive test results to Livingston County Health
Department (LCHD) within three days. Access our STD
Reporting Form at livgov.com/health/ph/pages/std.aspx.

Fax completed STD Reporting
Forms to LCHD at 517-545-9685.

Animal Bites and
Rabies Exposures
In 2021, there were 49 cases of rabies
among Michigan animals (1 dog, 48 bats).
While most animals that bite will not
have rabies, proper precautions and
follow-up can limit severe outcomes.
Livingston County Health Department
(LCHD) investigates bites, scratches, and
rabies exposures to ensure that this fatal
disease does not spread.
Spring and summer are the most
common time of year for animal bites
and bat exposures. Patients who present
with an animal bite or potential rabies
exposure should be assessed for PEP
eligibility, as well as the need for
updated tetanus vaccination and
antibiotic treatment. See MDHHS's
Michigan Rabies Assessment at
https://bit.ly/3vhok6v.
According to the Public Health Code
[R325.180 (Rule 10) (6)], animal bites
are to be reported within 24 hours to
the local health department where
the bite occurred.
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Ways to Report Animal
Bites & Exposures:

1. Fax LCHD's Animal Bite / Exposure
Report Form to 517-545-9685.

2. Email LCHD's Animal Bite / Exposure
Report Form to health@livgov.com.
3. Report online at https://bit.ly/3LowNu8.

Find more information on our website: www.LCHD.org

