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Personal/Preventive Health
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

388 Communicable disease cases
19 Tests for HIV/AIDS
402 Sexually transmitted disease cases
447 Tuberculin skin tests
501 Families enrolled in Children’s Special
Health Care Services
7,452 Hearing and 9,831 vision screenings
919 Individuals immunized
1,829 WIC clients served

Emergency Preparedness
•
•

To protect, preserve,
and promote the health
and safety of the people of
Livingston County.

•
•
•
•

Health Promotion

Medical Reserve Corps gave 1,360 volunteer
hours worth approximately $44,000
Responded to the Flint Water Crisis via lead clinics
and the volunteer reception center
Held 9 training workshops
Conducted 1 full-scale exercise
Facilitated 8 tabletop exercises
Added 2 new closed point of dispensing sites

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

26 Press releases sent to local media
8 Community events attended as an exhibitor
26 Health promotion/education presentations
to classrooms and community groups
2 Professional conference presentations
70 New Facebook page ‘likes’
12 Employee newsletters
4 Employee wellness activities
1 Employee wellness room created
7 Quality improvement projects initiated
Applied for national accreditation status

AT A GLANCE

Environmental Health

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1,135 Food service inspections
63 Food service complaints investigated
565 Well permits issued
488 Septic system permits issued
57 Public swimming pools regulated
14 Public beaches regulated
47 General complaints investigated
380 Non-community public water supplies regulated
9 Public campgrounds inspected

Photo credit: Pam Ries

Financial Overview
2015-2016

Expenses by Division

Health Promotion
Emergency
5%
Preparedness
7%

Livingston
County
Health
Department
expanded
their
health
promotion
programming in 2016 with the addition
of two new programs: Building Healthy
Communities and Prescription for Health. Both
of these programs focus on preventing and/
or effectively managing chronic disease(s).

Agency Support
15%

Personal &
Preventive Health
42%

Environmental
Health
31%

Revenues by Source

Fees &
Licenses
31%

County Support
23%

New Chronic Disease
Prevention Programs

Federal & State
Programs
46%

Building Healthy Communities is financed
through a Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services grant to Washtenaw
County. LCHD is working with Washtenaw
County to promote healthy eating habits
in Livingston County, including promoting
healthy food service guidelines and
promoting healthy food choices through
product
placement
and
promotion.
Prescription for Health is a fruit and vegetable
prescription program funded by St. Joseph
Mercy Health System. The program involves
clinicians prescribing patients who are food
insecure with (or at risk for) a chronic disease
prescriptions for tokens to redeem fresh

fruits and vegetables
at Howell and Brighton
Farmers Markets and
Gleaners
Community
Food Bank. Community
Health Workers (CHWs)
will provide participants
with information that is
tailored to preventing or
managing their chronic
disease. Utilizing CHWs to
~Emily Hamilton,
deliver the educational
LCHD
component encourages
the relationship between the participant, the
program, and the community because the
CHW is a trusted member of the community.
“Chronic diseases were
identified as one of the
top ten issues of concern
in Livingston County.
By addressing chronic
diseases via prevention
programs provided by
LCHD, we are not only
decreasing the burden of
healthcare costs for our
residents, but improving
quality of life.”

Both programs educate residents of Livingston
County on the importance of healthy lifestyle
choices to maintain good health. The
implementation of these two programs will
certainly lead to a healthier Livingston County!

Zika Virus Testing
Coordinated Response
Zika virus has been around for many years, but
in May 2015 the CDC began responding to
increased reports of Zika in Brazil, and the first
travel notice was posted shortly thereafter.
In February 2016, because of clusters of
microcephaly
and
other
neurological
disorders, an international public health
emergency was declared.
Many people won’t have symptoms or will
only have mild symptoms, such as fever, rash,
joint pain or conjunctivitis (red eyes). Zika
virus infection during pregnancy can cause
microcephaly and other severe brain defects
for the fetus, Zika virus infection can be passed
to his or her sex partners, and Zika virus may
be spread through blood transfusions.
Local health departments coordinated
testing with health care providers, using state
and federal guidance. All testing needed to
be approved by the local health department
before submission to the Michigan Department
of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) lab.

Radon Summit
Hosted by LCHD
Since February 2016, 42 Livingston County
residents who traveled to Zika-infected areas
have been tested through MDHHS for Zika
virus.
Thirty-five were female (29 of them
were pregnant) and seven were male. Four
tested positive – two females who were not
pregnant and two males.
Livingston
County
Health
Department
(LCHD) provided education and outreach to
residents on avoiding mosquito bites. Since
the mosquitoes have not been identified in our
state, LCHD Public Health Nurses counseled
women who were pregnant not to travel to
areas with Zika, but if they had to travel to use
precautions to prevent mosquito bites. We
included these messages on our Facebook
page, placed informational posters in our
clinic area, and we sent information to the
medical community about the criteria for
testing.

Radon gas is a naturally occurring air quality issue
caused by the decomposition of radioactive
materials in the earth. Elevated radon is routinely
found in homes in Livingston County and is one of
our biggest air quality concerns. According to the
U.S. Surgeon General, radon is the second leading
cause of lung cancer in the U.S. and results in
approximately 20,000 lung cancer deaths each
year. As such, LCHD is continually engaged in public
outreach opportunities directed toward testing,
remediation, and radon resistant new construction.
January is recognized as “Radon Action
Awareness” month by EPA, MDEQ, and LCHD.
This year, LCHD organized a “Radon Summit” on
January 19 and invited local realtors, builders,
township officials, and the general public. This
event was well attended with over 40 people
representing our various target groups.
The
presenters included air quality professionals from
MDEQ, a local home builder, a home inspector,
and LCHD. The topics presented included a
background on radon science and health
concerns, Livingston County radon program and
results, testing for radon, remediating existing
homes, and building new homes radon resistant.

Greetings from Our
Health Officer
I am pleased to present to the Livingston County community
and to the Board of Commissioners our 2016 Annual Report.
The Livingston County Health Department is committed to
providing quality services to all residents of the County and to
achieving the department’s mission. As you will see in the report,
we pursue our mission in many different ways throughout the year.
In addition to changing our name back to the Livingston County Health
Department, some very noteworthy accomplishments in 2016 also include:
•
•

•

•

Our first ever strategic plan was developed with input from
all staff and will serve as a guide over the next five years.
Construction began on the Livingston County Dental Center
through collaborative efforts with St. Joseph Mercy Livingston
Hospital and My Community Dental Centers. The center will provide
dental service to those on Medicaid and to the underserved.
We submitted our application for national accreditation
to the Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB) and
once achieved, will drive accountability and improve
program service delivery among many other benefits.
We began communicating key public health messages
in a series of popular editions called Livingston County’s
Road to Community Health which informs and empowers
residents
on
key
health
issues
in
our
community.

All of these noteworthy activities listed throughout this report
could not have been done without the commitment, dedication
and passion of our public health workforce. I am very proud
of our accomplishments and wish to extend my gratitude to
all those who helped make these achievements a reality.
Sincerely,
Dianne McCormick, Director/Health Officer
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In early 2016 the LCHD Emergency Preparedness
program and Livingston County Medical Reserve Corps
responded to the Flint Water Crisis, providing support
and running multiple lead testing clinics for the children
affected by the crisis.
In 2016, the LCHD Emergency Preparedness program
also conducted several emergency response exercises
throughout the county, such as the Full Scale Mass
Dispensing exercise conducted at Fowlerville High
School. It is the mission of the LCHD Emergency
Preparedness program to continue to educate and
help Livingston County’s residents prepare for all
potential public health emergencies.

