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What is “Child Maltreatment” 

The Center for Disease Control defines child maltreatment as “all types of abuse and neglect of a child under 

the age of 18 by a parent, caregiver, or another person in a custodial role (e.g. clergy, coach, teacher).” There 

are four common types of maltreatment:  

 physical abuse- the use of intentional physical force, such as kitting, kicking, shaking, burning, or other show of 
force against a child; 

 sexual abuse- engaging a child in sexual acts, including fondling, rape, and exposing a child to other sexual 
activities; 

 emotional abuse- behaviors that harm a child’s self-worth or emotional well-being, including name calling, 
shaming, rejection, withholding love, and threatening; 

 neglect- the failure to meet a child’s basic needs, including housing, food, clothing, education, and access to 
medical care.  

Nationally in 2016, 676,000 children were found to be victims of maltreatment by child protective services. 

Children under four years of age are at the greatest risk for severe injury and death from abuse.  

 

 

 

 

The Children’s Bureau of the U.S. Department of Health 

and Human Services’ Administration on Children Youth 

and Families released Child Maltreatment 2015 on Jan. 

19. The 26
th
 annual publication in the Child Maltreatment 

series reflects data provided by all 50 states, Puerto 

Rico and the District of Columbia through the National 

Child Abuse and Neglect Data System, NCANDS. 

Why is this issue so important? 

Child maltreatment has both immediate and long-term negative effect on health. Abused children often suffer 

injuries, as well as experience stress that can disrupt early brain development. Children who are abused or 

neglected are at higher risk of many health problems as adults, including alcoholism, depression, drug abuse, 

eating disorders, obesity, high-risk sexual behaviors, smoking, suicide, and certain chronic diseases. These 

children are also at higher risk for being arrested as a juvenile, arrested as an adult, and more likely to commit 

a violent crime.    

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/resource/child-maltreatment-2015
http://www.ndacan.cornell.edu/
http://www.ndacan.cornell.edu/


The consequences of child abuse cost the United States at least $124 billion annually, an average of $1400 

each year for the average American family.  In Michigan, the cost of child abuse is estimated at over $1.8 

billion. One CDC-cited estimate puts the lifetime cost per abuse survivor at $210,012. The costs of prevention 

are a fraction of the costs of abuse. Cost savings estimates ranged from 96-98% depending on the prevention 

model tested.  

What is the impact locally? 

According to the 2017 Kids Count in Michigan report, in 2016 there were 2,140 children in investigated 

families in Livingston County and 480 confirmed victims of abuse and/or neglect. Using the CDC financial 

impact estimate, the financial cost for those 480 confirmed victims in our own county would be over $100 

million dollars over those children’s lifetimes.  

There has been a 71% increase in the number of confirmed victims in Livingston County since 2010. It is 

unclear whether this increase is due to more cases or an improved community response in reporting 

suspected abuse. 

What programs and services exist? 

LACASA- 517-548-1350 

Child Abuse Prevention Council- prevention education, safe sleep materials, professional trainings 

Parenting Education classes- award winning nationally recognized program for parents of young children, newborn to 11 

years old.  

Healthy Families- evidence-based nationally accredited program offering in-home support and education for new parents  

Department of Health and Human Services- 517-548-0200 

24-hour Protective Services Hotline for reports of suspected abuse or neglect- 855-444-3911 

The Connection Youth services-program for teens 866-440-7233 

What can the community do to help? 

 Be a nurturing parent- Children need to know that they are special, loved, and capable. 

 Help a friend, neighbor, or relative- Being a parent isn’t easy. Offer to help, whether it be to watch the 
children, share clothes or toys, or offer support during times of need.  

 Get Involved- Coach a sports team, mentor local students, donate to and volunteer for child and family 
supporting organizations. One person, one dollar, and one action can all impact a child’s life and 
strengthen our community.  

 Get educated- Attend or advocate for parenting education programs and in-school education for 
students, seek out workshops on preventing abuse and neglect, and know child developmental stages 
so you can guide any children in your care.  

 Report suspected abuse or neglect- Calling in a report does not mean you are making an accusation; 
you are simply requesting a professional service to be done in the form of an investigation into the 
safety of a child.  

 Help yourself- Recognize when you need help or support, and seek it out or accept it.  

 Become a Foster Parent – contact FAKS at 517-548-0233 for more information! 


