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Who are “Runaway and Homeless Youth”?   
Runaway and homeless youth are youth who lack a fixed, regular, and nighttime residence or 
an individual who has a primary nighttime residence that is: 

a) A shelter designed to provide temporary housing  
b) An institution providing temporary residence such as welfare hotels, congregate 
shelters, and transitional housing for the mentally ill  
c) OR a place not meant for human habitation.  

 
This definition includes both youth who are unaccompanied by families and those who are 
homeless with their families. 

 

 
Why is this issue so important to Livingston County? 
Our county’s Point in Time Count in 2018 revealed that 36% of the homeless individuals in 
Livingston County were youth under the age of 22. The Connection Youth Services (TCYS) 
provided shelter to 103 homeless youth from January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017 and 
provided supportive services to another 167 youth at risk of homelessness.  

 
What causes a youth to run away and become homeless?   
There is not one “cause” associated with youth homelessness. The issue is complex and there 
are several factors that can offer explanation:  
 
Runaway and homeless youth are not “bad” kids; most are not running to something, they are 
running from something. The majority of unaccompanied youth come from home environments 
so toxic that living anywhere is better.  They are young people who are abandoned, children of 
homeless families, abused adult children without protective services, youth aging out of the 
foster care or traditional juvenile justice systems, youth who are products of failed adoptions, 
and youth who are otherwise without family support systems.   
 
In a large street outreach study conducted by the Administration for Children and Families – 
Youth Services Bureau, youth reported their reasons for becoming homeless the first time as 
follows:  

 52% were told to leave by a parent or caregiver  

 24% were being physically abused   

 24% left due to problems associated with a caretaker’s drug or alcohol problem. 



 72% percent of youth had experienced a major trauma such as physical or sexual abuse 
at some point in their life.  

These percentages are consistent with reports from youth in Livingston County who entered 
TCYS shelter. 
 
The Kids Count Data Book produced by the Michigan League for Public Policy reports Statistics 
for many indicators impacting children in the state and counties.  Livingston County has always 
had pretty good numbers as these indicators are based often on income and poverty statistics.  
What it does not capture well, is the unique situations that impact youth in our county.  Things 
like lack of supervision due to homes with 2 parents working or divorce, which 20% of our 
county youth live in one parent homes.  We also have increases in confirmed abuse and neglect 
cases in the county.  In addition, stats related to teen births and drug use numbers have not 
improved in many years.  Lastly, 57.8% of our youth are still not college ready based on ACT 
and SAT scores.  This is a formula for hopelessness.  Divorce, Substance Use, Lack of 
supervision and barriers to successful post education school and/or employment may not be as 
easy to track as income and poverty impacts, but still have great impacts to youth successfully 
transitioning to adulthood.  
 
According to The United Way ALICE report for 2015, a single adult would need to work full time 
at a rate of $10.38/hr to be able to live in Livingston County.  This number allocates $520 a 
month for housing, which is not available in this county.  Affordable housing is practically non-
existent.  The adult would need to have a room-mate.  This further shows why youth are 
struggling.  College success looks unattainable and working would often require that you leave 
the county and the limited supports they do have.  Running away is not the only reason a youth 
becomes homeless. 

 

What programs & services exist? 
 

 The Connection Youth Services of  The Livingston Family Center    
Shelter, counseling, crisis intervention, case management  866-440-SAFE (7233) – 24hr 

 Livingston Family Center     810-231-9591 
Counseling services for children, adolescents, and families 

 The Education Project     517-540-6834 
Eliminating barriers for the educational and social success of homeless youth 

 MYOI  (Michigan Youth Opportunity Initiative)    517-375-8313   
This program specifically supports youth transitioning from foster care to independence 
 

What can the community do to help?
Addressing the issue of runaway and homeless youth is a community responsibility.  As a 
community, Livingston County must embrace its youth and work together to prevent youth from 
running away and becoming homeless. These youth need solutions and support. Following are 
some ideas of how to get involved: 
 

 Become a host home.  These homes provide a safe place and structure for youth who 
are preparing to move to adulthood and do not have access to family support systems.  

 Employ a youth in an effort to provide work experience or on the job training that may 
help them to move on to other school and employment options.  Internships are great as 
well! 

 Contact The Connection to see if any youth has needs to assist them in beginning the 
process of moving out on their own.  These could be personal care items, bedding, bed, 
etc. 

 Refer homeless or at-risk youth to the above resources. 
 Sponsor a Youth in the local Education Project with extracurricular costs. 
 Help a youth get their driver’s license.  Driver’s education can be costly to a homeless 

youth.  They can obtain their license at 18 with no driver’s education, but that lack of 
training can be costly for the community. 

 


