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What is “Prescription Drug Abuse and Opiate Addiction”?  
According to the Office of Recovery Oriented Systems of Care, Michigan Department of 
Community Health, “A Profile of Drug Overdose Deaths Using MAPS Over the Past Decade” 
2014, the number of drug poisoning deaths have increased dramatically in Michigan. The rate of 
death from unintentional drug poisoning has almost quadrupled since 1999, driven by an 
increase in overdoses involving prescription drugs. Overall, 4,772 Michigan residents died due 
to unintentional or undetermined intent poisonings from 2009 to 2012. 
 
Opiate/Opioid analgesics go by a number of names.  Common names include Morphine, 
Codeine, Vicodin, Hydrocodone, Hycodan, OxyContin, Demerol, Percocet, Dilaudid and 
Duragesic.  They are narcotic drugs that are prescribed to relieve pain and were involved in a 
large number of Michigan’s prescription drug overdose deaths. The Michigan Automated 
Prescription System (MAPS) is a prescription drug monitoring program which reported over 20.9 
million prescriptions written for controlled substances in 2012. Hydrocodone (Vicodin and 
Hycodan) remains the highest prescribed drugs since the creation of MAPS in 2003, accounting 
for 32.2% of all prescriptions in 2012.  
 
From 2009 to 2012:  

 The average unintentional or undetermined intent overdose rate was 12.3 per 100,000 
Michigan residents (95% CI: 11.9-12.6).  

 On average, 24% of drug overdose victims had no prescription filled within the last year 
prior to death (according to MAPS).  

 36% (1,299) of overdose victims who had at least one prescription filled within the last 
year prior to death, had 5 or more prescribers per year.  

 Among the 930 opioid-related overdose victims:  

o 818 (88%) died from opioid without heroin or cocaine.  

o 276 (30%) victims had no prescription in MAPS for an opioid filled within the last 
year prior to death.  

 It was almost two times more likely for an opioid-related prescription overdose of a 
person without a prescription to have cocaine or heroin in their system at time of death 
compared to those with an opioid prescription filled within the 30 days prior to death.  

 Of the 1,422 opioid or benzodiazepine victims, more than one-third (36%) obtained a 
prescription for at least one opioid and at least one benzodiazepine within the 30 days 
prior to death.  

 

 



 

Characteristics of Heroin-related Deaths  
As members of the opioid family, prescription medication such as Vicodin and OxyContin 
can produce similar effects to heroin when abused. Previous research has suggested 
opioids may lead to future heroin abuse, as heroin can often be cheaper and easier to 
obtain than prescription opioids.  
 
Overall, 826 (17%) of individuals who died of an unintentional or undetermined intent drug 
poisoning death in Michigan had heroin as a related cause of death on their death 
certificate. Of these 826 deaths:  

 

 Men were 3.4 times more likely to die from heroin-related causes than women. 
The heroin-related death rate for men was 3.3 (95% CI: 3.0-3.6). The heroin-
related death rate for women was 1.0 (95% CI: 0.8-1.1).  

 There was no significant difference between the heroin-related death rate for 
whites (2.2, 95% CI: 2.0-2.3) compared to blacks (2.5, 95% CI: 2.1-2.9).  

 Nearly three-quarters (74%) of all heroin-related deaths occurred between the 
ages of 25 to 54.  

 Young adults aged 15 to 24 years had the highest heroin-related death rate (4.4, 
95% CI: 3.8-4.9), followed by adults aged 35 to 44 years (4.1, 95% CI: 3.5-4.6) 
and 25 to 34 years (3.2, 95% CI: 2.7-3.8).  

 Nearly one-fifth (18%) of heroin-related victims had obtained a prescription for 
opioids in the 30 days prior to their death. 

 

Why is this issue so important to Livingston County? 
Heroin overdoses and deaths are on the rise in Livingston County. A drug overdose happens 
when a person consumes too much of a drug, and its effect can lead to vomiting or serious 
medical, symptoms, including death. Livingston County law enforcement has tracked 28 
overdoses — 22 males and six females — in the county from January 1 to September 5, 2014, 
compared to 25 total in the prior year. Six of the overdoses occurred within a one-month period 
between mid-July and mid-August, and the drug of choice is primarily heroin, officials said. 
Statistics from 911 show 187 overdose-related calls have been dispatched, which includes 
those people who survived. 

 
What is the impact locally? 
We have had approximately 187+ overdoses and unintentional deaths locally in the last year.  

Many lives have been touched by someone who has died as result of an unintentional 

overdose. The Jail Administrator, from the Livingston County sheriff, states that the numbers  

are skewed by those who overdose but survive. As an example, he said emergency personnel 

responded four times in the last year to a Pinckney woman's home about a call of a possible 

overdose. Each time, paramedics were able to administer an overdose antidote that "brought 

her back," he said. He said another reason the numbers are skewed is because parents who 

find their son or daughter not breathing due to an overdose of narcotics will report the incident 

as a "medical" call to 911, which means paramedics are dispatched to the call, not necessarily 

police officers. 

 

A 911 supervisor, agreed that how an incident is reported to 911 depends on how it is coded in 

their system. For example, she said if a caller says the person is unconscious or is dead, the 



dispatcher would code the call as such, which doesn't show that the death was overdose-

related. 

 

Six of the overdoses occurred within a one-month period between mid-July and mid-August, 

and the drug of choice is primarily heroin, officials said. Statistics from 911 show 187 overdose-

related calls have been dispatched, which includes those people who survived. "We can't get a 

good number (on the full tally of overdoses) because we don't know where they're dying," the 

Jail Administrator said. "I think there are more deaths than what we're hearing about." He said 

the local numbers do not account for Livingston County residents who purchase drugs in 

Detroit, and who die as a result while en route home. 

 

What programs & services exist? 
Livingston County Community Alliance - www.livingstoncountycommunityalliance.org    
Resources Guide need to link to a site – Being updated  
PAAL - www.keycenters.org/paal.html 
Narcotic Anonymous - www.michigan-na.org/livingston/liv_meetings.htm 
Celebrate Recovery - www.thenaz.org/ministries/celebrate-recovery 
Alcoholics Anonymous -   www.district8aami.org/index.html  
The Pinckney Coalition - www.thepinckneycoalition.com 

 
What Can the Community Do to Help? 
Prescription Drugs and Opiates within the community is everybody’s business. The cause is not 
from any one source and the solution cannot come from any one source. As a community, 
Livingston County must embrace its residents and work together to prevent growing problem. 
This is a community problem that requires a community-owned solution. Following are some 
ideas of how to get involved: 

 Work with your township, municipality, school district, and/or local law enforcement 
agency to recommend policies and/or ordinances to eliminate access to prescription 
drugs. 

 Join a local anti-drug coalition. The Pinckney Coalition is a community-based initiative 

focusing on healthy choices to reduce substance use in Pinckney. 

 Join the Livingston County Community Alliance (LCCA). The LCCA is a broad-based, 
county-wide, coalition that works to establish healthy community norms regarding 
alcohol and other drug use through education, public policy development, and 
community services. 

 Participate in community presentations and actions to inform and educate, as well as 
address Opiates and Prescription drugs. The Project Lazarus Poject is a county wide 
initiative to address and combat opiate addiction and overdose through every sector of 
our community.  To join us, contact arennie@cmhliv.org. 

 Dispose of your unused and past date prescriptions by throwing them in the red barrels 
located at local police departments.  For more information on the Big Red Barrel 
Program, go to www. livingstoncountycommunityalliance.org/bigredbarrel   

 For prescription medications: Take Correctly, Store Securely, and Never share 
medication. 

 Check out other resources:   

www.neversaynevermi.com      www.livingstoncountycommunityalliance.org   
www.thepinckneycoalition.com  
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