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We ENVISION our OMMUNITY as one that promotes a multi-modal transportation system of motorized
and non-motorized forms of travel, and supports the implementation of transportation endeavors such as
walkable communities, roadway and traffic improvements, complete streets and public transit Livingston ounty Vision Statement

Issue Identification:
Livingston County’s transportation system is made up of 2 primary highways (I-96 and U.S.
23), several state routes (e.g. M-59 and M-36), and numerous local paved and non-paved
roads that provide a foundation upon which our community depends. Included in the county’s
transportation network are systems of trails, bike paths, and pedestrian walkways that all
form a complete plan to connect people with jobs, businesses, amenities, and one another. A
robust transportation network is essential to reach and support the various demographic
groups found throughout Livingston County including veterans, seniors, disabled individuals,
low-income persons, and some potentially at-risk groups. Included in this system, the county’s
infrastructure needs share many of the same goals as transportation, but tend to form the
basis of land development and where it may occur. For this reason, it is important to carefully
plan utilities and roads for those areas where growth is intended, in order to avoid the classic
sprawl that has the potential to envelope much of the pristine agricultural land and open space
that Livingston County is known for.
Transportation was ranked as one of the 2 most important issues facing Livingston County
residents based on a 2015 County Planning Department Brown Bag Lunch survey. With the
county serving as a major crossroads for 2 highways, it will be necessary to develop a vision
that will meet the needs of a growing community for years to come. This chapter of the
master plan will focus on goals and best practices that will help develop a transportation and
infrastructure vision for Livingston County now and into the future.
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Current Trends:

Greg Jacek

! &
! 
GO!L #1
!ccommodate all modes of
transportation by planning
facilities for pedestrians,
cyclists, and vehicle drivers/

STR!TEGIES.


Encourage and provide
assistance to Livingston
ounty communities in
need of a ‘complete streets’
section in their own master
plans/



Encourage and promote a
county-wide policy that
results in a safe and efficient
transportation network for
all users/

Complete Streets: The M ichigan P lanning Enabling
Act requires that master plans include a transportation
component that addresses different modes of
transportation and includes pedestrians, bicyclists, and
vehicles. Complete streets focuses on and
accommodates all modes of transportation by planning,
designing, and building facilities for pedestrians,
bicyclists, users of mass transit, and drivers of vehicles.
It includes all users, covers all roads, follows a planned
network, and includes all projects. All roadway
construction and improvements must include bicycle and
pedestrian facilities, and opportunity to improve safety,
and mobility for everyone. Great streets are an
important element of creating a vibrant community and
need to be included in community master plans to allow
for continued growth, success, and prosperity. The
benefits of having a complete streets component in a
master plan include an increased travel safety for all
users, improved human health, providing more
transportation options, and a decrease in car traffic and
pollution.
There are many factors affecting pedestrians and cyclists
when implementing a complete streets element in a
community master plan. The presence of sidewalks are
important due to connectivity to places and allowing safe
and fluid movement between people and traffic. Buffers,
such as trees and parking lanes, also serve to create a
safe environment for pedestrians. Cyclists may benefit
from the presence of a bike lanes and better pavement
conditions. Many cities and communities around
Michigan (Ann Arbor, Flint, Lansing, and Jackson) have
already implemented complete streets policies into their
local plans along with a few Livingston County
communities such as Genoa Township.
The Genoa Township Master Plan includes an element of
complete streets that allows for safe interconnectivity
between land uses, and has provisions in the plan that
promote future development that includes transportation
modes for all users. While Genoa is only one example of
progressive transportation planning, Livingston County
encourages all communities to include and adopt a
complete streets component into their master plans that
will result in a county-wide network that is safe for all
users.
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EST PR!TIE
Genoa Township Complete Streets: Genoa
Township has included a complete streets component
into their master plan (Chapter VI Transportation) as
required by the Michigan Planning Enabling Act.
Connections from neighborhoods to schools, the
Township campus, and recreation opportunities are
provided by a variety of routes that are planned along
roads in such a way as to naturally attract residents to
these activities. The Township plan incorporates bike
lanes, cycle tracks, sidewalks, and pathways as needed
to assist in the movement of pedestrian and bicycle
traffic. The Township plan also provides for safe travel
across major thoroughfares like Grand River Avenue.
The goal is to provide safe and convenient places to
cross where pedestrians are very visible to traffic. Many
recommendations of the Grand River Avenue Corridor
Plan, the Township Zoning Ordinance, and various
subdivision regulations have been amended to require
sidewalks in medium to higher density residential
developments that make it easier to connect. PUD
ordinances have also been amended to create clustered
housing options surrounded by natural open spaces that
have included trail networks. By utilizing a complete
streets component in the master plan, Genoa Township
has created a network of roads and trails throughout the
township that enable residents to travel by foot, bicycle,
or vehicle safely.
The National Complete Streets Coalition, a program of
Smart Growth America, has a website that offers an
abundance of information on implementing Complete
Streets, as well as information about the technical
assistance they offer including Complete Streets
workshops.

Current Trends:

! &
! 

Michael R; McManus

GO!L #2
Increase connectivity to
downtowns and create a ‘sense
of place’ within county
communities/

STR!TEGIES.


Use Transportation Oriented
Development (TOD)
principles to maximize
placemaking and
connectivity efforts in
Livingston ounty/



Encourage access to core
services where available, to
provide convenient
transportation options and
enhance quality of life for
Livingston ounty residents/

Transit Oriented Development: Transit oriented
development (TOD) is intended to encourage high levels
of walking and biking to and from rail stations and other
modes of high quality mass transportation and includes
a mixture of housing, office, retail, and other amenities
typically integrated into walkable neighborhoods.
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Current Trends:

! &
! 
GO!L #3
Expand public and mass transit
opportunities throughout
Livingston ounty/
STR!TEGIES.


Encourage an expansion of
county-wide multi-modal
planning efforts/



Work with the Livingston
Essential Transportation
Services and the Livingston
ounty Transportation
oalition to identify public
and mass transit
opportunities/

GO!L #4
reate and maintain an
infrastructure vision that is
driven by intelligent local and
regional planning/
STR!TEGIES.


Limit infrastructure to those
areas of the county that are
essential/



Encourage growth and
development in areas that
are already served by
adequate infrastructure/



Market existing sites that
are already served by
existing infrastructure/

Transit Oriented Development (continued): W hile
the traditional passenger rail station is lacking in
Livingston County, efforts have been underway to create
more mass transportation opportunities throughout the
county to improve the connectivity to downtown areas
where many of the potential TOD principles could be
integrated.
Well defined public spaces with a mix of land uses could
materialize provided there are safe and enjoyable
pedestrian spaces. Ground floor retail with residential
living spaces above provide for the combination of work/
life balance without the need to commute long distances
to work. The City of Brighton currently utilizes some live/
work units on Main Street in the downtown area with
great success. Additional residential space is being built
to satisfy the demands of generations that wish to live
and work near the more vibrant downtown areas.

EST PR!TIE
Brighton Township Pathways Plan: A
comprehensive non-motorized pathway network
encourages safe alternative modes of transportation
within communities. Brighton Township’s Future Land
Use Plan recommends the installation of pedestrian
paths and cycling trails in and between residential areas
and subdivisions. The Brighton Township Pathways Plan
further identifies a number of corridors throughout the
Township that could be developed with non-motorized
pathways. As a result of this comprehensive planning
process, the Township has since updated the Zoning
Ordinance that also requires pathways or sidewalks
along these corridors as outlined in the Township Master
Plan.
The purpose of the pathways plan is to link the many
recreational and park amenities located throughout the
Township to the downtown Brighton area, where many
TOD principles can be integrated. Connectivity to these
areas is vital in order to have a comprehensive system
that plans for the future and promotes a well balanced
transportation network.
This plan includes three (3) goals that allowed the
Township to create a well planned network. Among them
were to improve recreational and transportation
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EST PR!TIE
Brighton Township Pathways Plan (continued): opportunities w ithin the Tow nship
through a township wide pathway system, provide connections to enhance regional
connectivity, and implement a pathway network for local connectivity.
By identifying areas where additional safety considerations were necessary, identifying possible
environmental benefits including wildlife preservation, water quality protection, reduction of
noise and visual pollution, and requiring developers to include bike racks, sidewalks, and safe
pedestrian connections through ordinance provisions, the Township was able to construct a
plan that would safely link many of the Township’s amenities with the downtown Brighton area.
Connecting the planned pathways along Grand River and within Green Oak, Genoa, and
Hartland Townships will allow the pathways plan to have additional linkages with regional park
and recreational areas to create a network of sidewalks and trails that encourage the safe and
efficient movement of pedestrians and cyclists.

Current Trends:
Access Management: According to the Federal Highway Administration, access management
is the proactive management of vehicular access points to land parcels adjacent to all manner
of roadways. Good access management principles promote safe and efficient use of the
community transportation network. Access Management includes a set of techniques that local
governments can use to control access to each of the roads within their network. Many of
these techniques require cooperation between local, state, and federal agencies, but some can
be directly influenced by the local municipality.
Access spacing can increase distances between traffic signals to improve the flow of traffic on
major and minor arterials reducing congestion and improving air quality. Driveway spacing can
require fewer driveways by spacing them more adequately apart allowing for more orderly
management of traffic and reducing challenges posed by sight distances. By utilizing access
management principles, Livingston County communities can provide for expanded traffic
control while striving to maintain the rural environment we have come to enjoy.

EST PR!TIE
Grand River Avenue Access Management Plan: The Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT), the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG), and the
Livingston County Road Commission (LCRC) have developed a Grand River Avenue Access
Management Plan with the cooperation of Livingston County Planning Department and several
Livingston County townships located along the corridor including Brighton, Genoa, Green Oak,
Howell, and Oceola. The plan’s study area also includes the cities of Brighton and Howell and
was designed to focus on access to non-residential properties that front Grand River Avenue.
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EST PR!TIE
Grand River Avenue Access Management Plan (continued):
The plan includes techniques and standards that can be used to maximize existing street
capacities, improve transportation operations, increase safety, and improve corridor safety for
cyclists and pedestrians by reducing and limiting the number of conflict points along the
corridor.
The Grand River Avenue Access Management Plan was written with best access management
practices in mind. To achieve these best practices, the plan was developed with several
different principles:


designing for efficient access to promote safe ingress and egress at driveways while
considering pedestrians and cyclists



separations at conflict points by reducing the number of driveways and poorly designed
driveways



limiting the type of conflicts



removing turning vehicles from through lanes, and



providing reasonable access.

Access recommendations are then made by considering the context of the site, the volume of
traffic using each access point, existence of support facilities such as shared drives, interface
with pedestrian and cycling paths or sidewalks, and proximity to other access points. Corridor
improvement guidelines and recommendations are then provided for each of the municipalities
within the study area.
While the corridor improvement guidelines focus on improving access for motorized and nonmotorized access, it is the implementation of the plan that allows communities to integrate
these best management principles into their communities. Each community should incorporate
the Grand River Avenue Access Management Plan into their local master plans either in total or
as a reference. This provides a sound basis for requiring access design standards as part of
any review process.
Zoning ordinances should also include access management design standards which are
compatible with their jurisdictions or create a separate access management zoning ordinance
that can supplement any engineering standards a community may have. When site plans are
presented for approval at the local level, the necessary information should be shown on the
site plan that includes dimensions between proposed access points for all properties on both
sides of the street. Having such information on site plans allows communities to have the
opportunity to measure and potentially enforce any access management standards that are
part of local ordinances or standards. While many of the recommendations are directly
implemented, many are long term initiatives that require on-going partnerships and
interagency communication. Various road jurisdictions that are included in the Grand River
Access Management Study such as MDOT and the LCRC have authority over many local streets
that parallel and intersect with Grand River Avenue. Interagency cooperation and collaboration
between these agencies and local communities is imperative for the success of the plan and
for the success of local and regional transportation planning.
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Current Trends:
Mass Transit:
Mass transit is simply defined as public transportation, especially in an urban or semi-urban
area. This can include buses, commuter trains, car and van pool services, and taxis. The use of
mass transit locally and regionally benefits residents by alleviating traffic congestion, saving
household income that would otherwise be used for transportation costs, and improving
community health by the reduction of pollutants that are by-products of automobiles. By 2030,
there will be six times as many seniors in Livingston County as there were in 2000. There are
currently 10,000 transit dependent riders in Livingston County with national surveys showing
that 2/3 of millennials rank public transportation as one of their top criteria for choosing a
place to permanently live.
Mass transit options in Livingston County include LETS (Livingston Essential Transportation
Services), Flint MTA (Flint Mass Transportation Authority), and semi-private transportation
options such as Peoples Express based in Washtenaw County that provides limited service to
Livingston County. Private taxi companies are also available to residents (The Blue Car LLC and
Howell Cab) as well as the private ride-share service Lyft. Lyft services the areas of Howell,
Brighton, Pinckney, Whitmore Lake, Fowlerville, and Hartland Township along with some
surrounding areas according to the company’s website.
Livingston County does not currently have any major hubs for mass transit. The Livingston
County Transportation Coalition has stated that up to ten large express buses pass through the
county each day on their way to Ann Arbor and other metro areas, but can’t stop in the county
due to lack of mass transit infrastructure. Surveys and data support the argument for
expanded transportation services in Livingston County with many residents desiring increased
mass transit opportunities to meet their day to day transportation needs. With sound planning
and appropriate funding mechanisms in place, the county could implement a mass transit
program that meets the transportation needs of county residents.

EST PR!TIE
Public Transportation and Mass Transit:
According to the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG), Livingston County
currently ranks at the bottom of our region regarding the access of transit dependent residents
to core services such as healthcare, food, schools, and other day to day necessities. Public
transportation options are essential for communities to grow and prosper. Livingston Essential
Transportation Services (LETS) is the current choice of many transit dependent residents with
this organization providing the majority of services for private and charter school students,
seniors, and those with physical or mental disabilities. As the population grows, it will be
necessary to increase the capacity of LETS to meet the growing demands of ridership. LETS
has initiated an expansion project that will include access to approximately $315,000 in
additional federal and state operating grant revenue. The total impact from all revenue sources
will be an estimated $405,000 in additional transit service that will allow LETS to add up to five
(5) full-time drivers, expand service hours on evenings and weekends, add additional services

Livingston County Master Plan 148

EST PR!TIE
Public Transportation and Mass Transit (continued): to underserved areas of the county
including northern and southern tier townships, and add a dedicated dialysis route. The 2018
ridership numbers are expected to top 160,000 due to this dedicated expansion that will better
serve Livingston County residents.
Flint Mass Transportation Authority: Flint Mass Transportation Authority has been
transporting workers to Livingston County since the early 2000’s but expanded their services
in 2016 when labor shortages for manufacturing jobs in Livingston County necessitated
transportation services for additional companies in the county, and for additional workers
outside of the county. In 2017, Flint MTA made 141,327 trips to or from Livingston County.
The majority of trips were for labor related needs of companies in the cities of Brighton or
Howell including TG Fluid Systems, Thai Summit, Tribar Manufacturing, Key Plastics, and many
other manufacturers in Livingston County.
Flint MTA is an important regional transportation provider demonstrating the need for public
transportation within the county. Local and regional bus routes would allow the county to
import labor providing economic opportunities that will drive community growth and
revitalization. Public transportation offers individuals access to jobs and generates
approximately four dollars in economic returns for every one dollar invested. Furthermore,
every one billion invested in public transportation supports and creates more than 50,000 jobs.

Current Trends:
Smart Infrastructure Policies: The American P lanning Association has crafted policies
for new infrastructure investment at the federal level that can also be applied to local and
regional infrastructure efforts. Investments should be made not only in transportation, but also
with systems that serve and support water management, energy, communications, and other
utilities. By applying principles of smart infrastructure planning, local communities may benefit
from increased economic opportunities while focusing growth in areas that have already
experienced development pressures.

EST PR!TIE
Smart Infrastructure Planning: Local and regional infrastructure planning efforts can
be best applied modelling the APA’s Principles for New Federal Infrastructure Investment
Policy. Well-planned infrastructure projects can strengthen communities by providing amenities
where needed while curtailing development away from areas that do not have sufficient
infrastructure in place for appropriate development. Regions and localities across the nation
that are thriving are doing so due to investments in infrastructure such as roads, transit,
sidewalks, water, energy, freight, and communications that connect people with economic
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EST PR!TIE
Smart Infrastructure Planning (continued): opportunities. At the same time, those
areas that are underserved by inadequate infrastructure needs have been inhibited and do not
experience the economic growth and community development that is a result of more positive
policies.
Smart infrastructure planning must be driven by strong local visions. Communities must
consider key factors such as location and need and be able to connect a good infrastructure
vision to other elements of sound planning such as housing or economic development. Good
policies also require building on existing plans and keeping up support for repair and
modernization as needed. Considering that infrastructure is such an expensive investment,
maintaining is often a better choice than having to build to keep up with the demands of
growing regions. Historically speaking, our infrastructure has materialized as a result to some
emergent issue or problem. Future infrastructure planning and design will need to be proactive
and sustainable, and will need to be networked together to serve a multitude of uses.
Better Align Location of Core Services to Meet the Demands of Residents: Using
SEMCOG’s guiding principles in the document, Creating a Sustainable Infrastructure System in
Southeast Michigan, communities should encourage a mix of land uses to combine jobs and
housing with core services within convenient times. This can be accomplished by supporting
transit oriented development (TOD), identifying consistent solutions for financing mixed use
developments, and encouraging employer assisted travel to work locations and employer
assisted living programs near major employment centers such as the Howell and Brighton
areas. Supporting the development and maintenance of core services in areas that are already
serviced by infrastructure can also aid in encouraging local plans and zoning ordinances to
facilitate the reuse of existing buildings instead of creating new development when
unnecessary.

Current Trends:
Redevelopment Ready Communities: The M ichigan Economic Development
Corporation’s RRC program works with communities that desire to streamline development
approval processes to allow for a more development friendly experience at the local level. The
program evaluates community master plans and zoning ordinances to ensure that adequate
infrastructure and land use policies are in place. Downtown and corridor plans should have
clear development boundaries where new construction and redevelopment should take place.
Following the guidelines of the RRC program allows communities to steer redevelopment
initiatives into those areas already served by adequate infrastructure with the ability to market
sites that are sufficiently prepared for immediate use.
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EST PR!TIE
Market Redevelopment Ready Sites: Communities should maintain updated lists of
sites that are ready for development. Having necessary information on hand such as contact
information, photos of the site, dimensional standards, zoning, and available utilities allow
potential buyers or developers to find access to prime sites quickly. As noted in the
Redevelopment Ready Communities Best Practices guide, a property information package
should include available financial incentives, a survey, tax assessment information, site
conditions, a GIS map, and any other pertinent studies that can help a potential buyer quickly
identify sites of interest. Communities should place this inventory of available sites online to
attract a more diverse crowd and have information available publicly. Having this information
prepared and accessible is just one part of a communities economic development strategy.

Current Trends:
Capital Improvements Planning: The Michigan P lanning Enabling Act (P A 33 of 2008)
requires planning commissions to annually prepare a capital improvements program of public
structures and improvements. When combined with the 5 year required master plan update,
the capital improvements plan can help communities to account for large, physical
improvements that are needed such as transportation, utilities, water management, and many
other community enhancements. Community involvement can occur through master planning
efforts that are typically planned before projects are included in the CIP. In order for an
infrastructure component to be included in a CIP, the project should be an adopted or planned
component of the municipality’s master plan.

EST PR!TIE
Market Prime Industrial Sites for Infrastructure Expansion: With online tools like CPIX
(Commercial Property Information Exchange) and the Michigan Economic Development
Council’s online real estate database of properties, communities may search for prime sites to
market and plan to serve with updated or new infrastructure. The online tools are available to
anyone searching for potential properties to develop and can be integrated with the
Redevelopment Ready Communities initiative that ‘packages’ an online profile for properties
that can be immediately developed for industrial, commercial, or related uses.
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Current Trends:
Connecting Communities with Affordable Housing: Connected communities are places
with affordable housing options interspersed with public spaces and transportation access to
major employers and services. Many communities face the issue of how to provide good
connections to affordable housing and community amenities such as schools, retail, recreation,
health care, and other essential needs. As a result, many of these areas face fewer transit and
housing choices and must rely on partnerships with public and private entities to fulfill the
need. Typically, small communities found within Livingston County face this issue regularly.
With many people riding public transportation buses to work at Livingston County places of
employment and many others leaving the area for out of county work locations, the need to
expand transportation options and increase affordable housing options has never been greater.
Transportation, for many households, tends to be the second largest expenditure after
housing. Local bus service with LETS is one of the few options available for county residents
who have transportation needs to and from jobs and other essential services. Because of the
high cost of transportation and land near employment centers, bus and rail transit is often
more expensive and affordable housing developers select sites that are located on a
communities periphery instead of a more centralized and accessible area. This proves to be a
major challenge for households that are on a fixed income or are financially burdened,
especially when the average cost to own a vehicle ranges between $6,000 to $12,000 a year.
According to a report released by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD),
coordination between communities, developers, and transportation providers can play a
leading role in connecting communities with a network of transportation choices that cross all
socio-economic boundaries. Having access to transportation amenities such as public transit,
pathways, bicycle lanes, and pedestrian friendly streetscapes, can help communities achieve
their goals of providing safe and reliable transportation networks for all residents.

EST PR!TIE
Building Connected Communities: According to HUD’s Creating Connected Communities
guidebook, providing multiple transportation options to meet local needs, helps more residents
access important destinations. Developing schedules and routes that work best for these
residents and working with transit providers to make transit easy to use, will fill the gaps left
by traditional transportation services. Incremental improvements such as painting new bike
lanes and crosswalks will also facilitate alternate transportation methods and prioritize projects
that improve mobility for residents of affordable housing. Communities can promote
accessible, affordable housing in connected communities and show support for these types of
neighborhoods by amending local zoning ordinances and master plans to allow more
opportunities for such developments. Livingston Essential Transportation Services is poised to
offer more routes and opportunities for ridership which will help to achieve this goal.
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Current Trends:
M-59 Corridor Planning: M-59 is a major transportation route across Livingston County
connecting I-96 with U.S. 23 in Hartland Township. While the route is a four lane highway
across Oakland and Macomb counties, much of the roadway remains at two lanes throughout
Livingston County. Previous planning and construction efforts created a boulevard from I-96 to
Michigan Avenue in the City of Howell, but left much of the roadway untouched due to a
downturn in the economy and a lack of state funding in 2006.
M-59 runs through the City of Howell and the Townships of Howell, Oceola, and Hartland. The
need for oversight of access management standards and development review along the
corridor was demonstrated by the increasing interest in development along this major
thoroughfare. The Michigan Department of Transportation, local governments including
Livingston County, and the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) joined
together to form the M-59 Corridor Advisory Committee in an effort to preserve future right-ofway along M-59 and to provide orderly development along the corridor.
Many of the activities of the Corridor Advisory Committee were to provide assistance to local
jurisdictions along the corridor when updating zoning ordinances or master plans and to review
local development proposals along the corridor for compatibility with access management
standards established by MDOT. Due to the economic downturn and stalled development in
2006, the Corridor Advisory Committee disbanded and ceased reviewing development
proposals along the M-59 corridor.
Corridor planning has become a major trend in many areas of Michigan and nationwide.
Communities are beginning to understand the association between corridor land use and
economic prosperity, and how linking the two promotes desirable benefits for residents,
businesses, and visitors alike.

EST PR!TIE
Smart Corridor Planning: M any of the county’s corridors such as the Grand River Corridor
already have access management standards and best practices included in a plan such as the
Grand River Avenue Access Management Plan. Other corridors such as M-59 could benefit from
on-going corridor planning efforts that would aid in smart planning practices to continue the
orderly development along such areas. MDOT has applied for additional funding for the M-59
widening in the form of a TIGER Grant (Transportation Investment Generating Economic
Recovery), but does not include boulevard widening in the MDOT 5 year project plan. For this
reason, local jurisdictions along corridor routes may want to include corridor planning
principles in their own master plans to ensure any future widening of M-59 is adequately
planned. Predicted traffic volumes in the year 2025 will require infrastructure improvements to
M-59 in the form of additional lanes to accommodate the need for increased transport of goods
and services through Livingston County and the increased demand for development along the
M-59 frontage.
Elements of smart corridor planning can include a number of different concepts that can help
local communities create plans to accommodate future widening of M-59 and other potential
corridors in the county. Ensuring that sufficiently wide and open spaces are available along
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EST PR!TIE
Smart Corridor Planning (continued): potential routes for pedestrians is one w ay
local jurisdictions can help the planning process. By master planning for significant open
spaces along potential corridor routes, communities can be prepared to accommodate
development without concern for the necessary or desired width of the corridor. Furthermore,
by restricting any development within a certain area adjacent to roadways, the need for rightof-way acquisitions and purchasing of land for development can be mitigated altogether.
Driveway spacing is especially important to smart corridor planning because they tend to
break up the pedestrian realm and increase vehicle-pedestrian conflicts. While properties
cannot be denied access, the use of side streets or service drives can increase the
effectiveness of these facilities. Sidewalk entrances from any side streets or service drives
should be located in front of buildings adjacent to streets so as to avoid the sprawl associated
with the more intense shopping centers.
There are several issues that should be considered when creating smart corridor plans. Should
standards be mandatory for new development? Should the application of standards be
different for differing parts of the corridor? Can existing neighborhoods be protected and
enhanced with the development of a corridor nearby? These and many other questions should
be considered as part of the corridor planning process. Answering these questions and getting
adequate public input is vital to the success of any corridor plans.
With M-59 traversing through Livingston County and no immediate plans by MDOT to continue
and finish the initial corridor widening project, communities and other agencies should
consider reconvening the M-59 Corridor Advisory Committee or creating a similar committee
that can review development proposals and offer suggestions to local governments and
developers, and liaison with coordinating agencies. Whether or not M-59 becomes a boulevard
within the near future, this committee could promote improvements along the existing corridor
and assist in the development of future master plan or zoning ordinance changes that affect
the immediate and surrounding
areas. Working with other
Livingston ounty Planning
county agencies such as the
Livingston County Road
Commission could streamline
permitting processes and
alleviate the need for different
reviews from different
agencies. A coordinating
committee could then create a
flowchart of standards that
must be met for any
development along the
proposed transportation
corridor.
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