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1.

Call to Order

2.

Pledge of Allegiance

3.

Roll and Introduction of Guests

4.

Approval of Agenda – February 20, 2019

5.

Approval of Meeting Minutes – January 16, 2019

6.

Call to the Public

7.

Zoning Reviews

8.

A.

Z-06-19

Brighton Township, Zoning Ordinance Amendment, Article
2 Zoning Districts in General, Section 2-06 Prohibition of
Recreational Marihuana Establishments

B.

Z-07-19

Deerfield Township, Rezoning, New Township Zoning Map

C.

Z-08-19

Howell Township, Zoning Ordinance Amendment, Article II
Definitions and Article XIX Sign Regulations

D.

Z-09-19

Green Oak Charter Township, Zoning Ordinance
Amendment, Article I In General and Article IV
Supplementary Regulations

Old Business
A. Progress on visits to local planning commissions

9.

New Business
A. Set Public Hearing for 2019-2023 Livingston County Parks and Open
Space Plan

10. Reports
A. Livingston County Planning Department 2019 Work Program
B. Other Planning Department Updates
11. Commissioners Heard and Call to the Public
12. Adjournment

Livingston County Department of Planning
MEMORANDUM

Kathleen J. Kline-Hudson
AICP, PEM
Director

Robert A. Stanford
AICP, PEM
Principal Planner

TO:

Livingston County Planning Commissioners and the
Brighton Charter Township Board of Trustees

FROM:

Robert Stanford, Principal Planner

DATE:

February 4, 2019

SUBJECT:

Z-06-19 Amendments to Zoning Ordinance Article Article 2: Zoning Districts in General:
Section 2-06: Prohibition of Recreational Marihuana
Establishments

Scott Barb
PEM
Principal Planner

The Brighton Charter Township Planning Commission proposes to add a new
Section, entitled “2.06: Prohibition of Recreational Marihuana Establishments” to
Article 2: Zoning Districts in General, of the Township Zoning Ordinance.
With these proposed amendments the Township is essentially opting out of allowing
commercial recreational establishments, under the provisions set forth by the
Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act (also known as the “MRTMA”),
Initiated Law 1 of 2018. The Act allows municipalities the option to completely
prohibit or limit the number of marihuana establishments within its boundaries. The
township’s proposed regulations only prohibit commercial marihuana
establishments, and do not restrict individual property owners’ rights, as allowed
under the law.
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CASE BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Following is a summary of the provisions
of the MRTMA legislation affecting local governments (courtesy of Dickinson Wright,
PC.):
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Municipalities must affirmatively “opt out” to prohibit recreational marihuana
establishments. In contrast to medical marihuana facilities, which can only operate in
municipalities that have “opted in” to such facilities, recreational marihuana establishments
may (subject to licensing requirements) operate in any municipality that has not adopted an
ordinance affirmatively “opting out” of such establishments under the Michigan Regulation
and Taxation of Marihuana Act, 2018 Initiated Law 1 (the “MRTMA”).
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Municipalities may completely opt out of recreational marihuana establishments or may limit the number and
regulate. Municipalities that do not wish to completely prohibit recreational marihuana establishments may
limit the number within the municipality and implement time, place and manner regulations with respect to
such establishments. Municipal regulations, whether to completely prohibit or otherwise restrict recreational
marihuana establishments, will generally be accomplished through licensing ordinances and zoning
ordinances.



Licensing of recreational marihuana establishments is expected within a year. A state-wide licensing process is
expected to be in place within a year. Municipalities may also impose local licensing requirements that do not
conflict with State laws and requirements. While a recreational marihuana establishment may not operate
under the MRTMA without a license, municipalities that wish to opt out or limit the number of establishments
will want to act soon after the legislation becomes effective to ensure that all relevant ordinances are in place
by the time licensing begins.



Municipalities may prohibit marihuana use in public places. While the legislation legalizes individual
marihuana use, it does not authorize use in public places. Municipalities may adopt ordinances prohibiting the
use of marihuana in public places and establishing penalties for such use, as long as such ordinances are not
otherwise inconsistent with State law. Municipalities will want to review existing ordinances establishing
penalties for drug possession and use that may now conflict with the MRTMA.



Municipalities may not prohibit individual use on private property. Municipalities cannot prohibit use by a
person 21 years of age and older within that person’s property, and cannot prohibit use of marihuana on private
property where the owner, occupier or manager has not prohibited its use – and that is not accessible to people
under 21 years of age.



Municipalities should review employment and labor policies. The MRTMA does not prohibit employers from
maintaining and establishing drug-free workplace policies that include marihuana. Municipalities will
nonetheless want to review employment and labor policies in light of the new law.



The recreational marihuana legislation creates separate rights and limitations for individuals and for
commercial businesses.

PROPOSED TOWNSHIP AMENDMENTS:
Brighton Charter Township proposes to revise its township zoning ordinance regarding the
regulation of recreation marihuana establishments with the addition of a new section, Section 2-06
of Article 2, "Prohibition of Recreational Marihuana Establishments," to read as follows:

ARTICLE 2: ZONING DISTRICTS IN GENERAL
Section 2-06 Prohibition of Recreational Marihuana Establishments
(a) Marihuana establishments, as authorized by and defined in the Michigan Regulation and
Taxation of Marihuana Act (the "Act"), are prohibited in all zoning districts, and shall not be
permitted as home occupations under Section 3-07 of this Zoning Ordinance.
(b) No use that constitutes or purports to be a marihuana grower, marihuana safety compliance
facility, marihuana processor, marihuana micro business, marihuana retailer, marihuana secure
transporter or any other type of marihuana related business authorized by the Act, that was

Z-06-19: Brighton Charter Township
Amendments to Article 2: Zoning Districts in General
Page 3

engaged in prior to the enactment of this Ordinance, shall be deemed to have been a legally
established use under the provisions of the Charter Township of Brighton Code of
Ordinances; that use shall not be entitled to claim legal nonconforming status.
(c) Violations of this section are considered a municipal civil infraction punishable by a civil fine of
$500, plus court-imposed costs, and are subject to the violations and penalties pursuant to Section
23-09 of this Zoning Ordinance and if provided for separately may be abated as nuisances
pursuant to Section 23-09.
(d) This section does not supersede rights and obligations with respect to the transportation of
marihuana by marihuana secure transporters through the Charter Township of Brighton to the
extent provided by the Act, and the consumption of marihuana on private property to the extent
authorized by the person who owns, occupies, or operates such property and does not supersede
rights and the regulations under Section 2-06 of this Article 2 with respect to medical marihuana
facilities established pursuant to the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act.
(e) In conformance with Sections 4.l(e) and 6.2(b) of the Act, the sale or consumption of marihuana
in any form and the sale or display of marihuana accessories, as defined by the Act, is prohibited
in any public places within the boundaries of the Charter Township of Brighton.

STAFF COMMENTS: Related to item (e) above, for reference, the MRTMA states the
following:
MICHIGAN REGULATION AND TAXATION OF MARIHUANA ACT (EXCERPT)
Initiated Law 1 of 2018
333.27954 Scope of act; unauthorized activities with marihuana and marihuana accessories;
limitations; application of privileges, rights, immunities, and defenses under other marihuana
laws; employer rights; property owner rights.
Sec. 4.
1. This act does not authorize:
(e) consuming marihuana in a public place or smoking marihuana where prohibited by the person
who owns, occupies, or manages the property, except for purposes of this subdivision a public
place does not include an area designated for consumption within a municipality that has authorized
consumption in designated areas that are not accessible to persons under 21 years of age;

333.27956 Adoption or enforcement of ordinances by municipality; marihuana establishment
local license; annual fee; restrictions on transportation or other facilities prohibited.
Sec. 6.
2.

A municipality may adopt other ordinances that are not unreasonably impracticable and do
not conflict with this act or with any rule promulgated pursuant to this act and that:
(b) regulate the time, place, and manner of operation of marihuana establishments and of the
production, manufacture, sale, or display of marihuana accessories;
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STAFF COMMENTS: It should be noted that the Township Attorney has reviewed
and offered recommended revisions to these amendments prior to this formal
submission for review and recommendation to the County Planning Commission
(per Planning Commission meeting minutes, December 10, 2018). The township’s
proposed amendments mirror similar sample language utilized by the legal firm
Dickinson Wright PC (Grand Rapids, MI).
The process for adding these regulations initially began with amendments to the
township’s general ordinance, which was before the Township Board on December
3rd for a 1st reading and at a 2nd reading/public hearing on Monday, December 17th.
At that Public Hearing, The Township Board officially adopted (unanimously) the
language as “Ordinance No. 269, an amendment to the General Code of Ordinances,
Chapter 12, Article VIII, Section 123”, also referred to as the “Recreational
Marihuana Ordinance”. It was noted in the minutes of the December 10 Planning
Commission meeting, that an attorney in the audience at that meeting suggested
that the same or similar regulations should be added to the Township Zoning
Ordinance.
Township Recommendation: Approval. The Brighton Charter Township Planning Commission
recommended Approval of the text amendments at their January 14, 2019 meeting. A letter from
the public dated January 13, 2019, was read into the record, regarding recreational marihuana and
keeping an open mind for businesses. In addition, there was a question from the public noted
regarding restricting individual's rights to have plants at their home. (It was restated by the
Planning Commission that the ordinance regulations are strictly for the prohibition of commercial
establishments; not restricting individuals' rights).
Staff Recommendation: Approval. The proposed text amendments are reasonable and
appropriate and appear to be consonant with the provisions established by the Michigan
Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, Initiated Law 1 of 2018.

Livingston County Department of Planning
MEMORANDUM

Kathleen J. Kline-Hudson
AICP, PEM
Director
Robert A. Stanford
AICP, PEM
Principal Planner
Scott Barb
AICP, PEM
Principal Planner

TO:

Livingston County Planning Commission and the Deerfield Township
Board of Trustees

FROM:

Scott Barb, Principal Planner

DATE:

February 13, 2019

SUBJECT:

Z-07-19. Adoption of new zoning map for Deerfield Township.

The Deerfield Township Planning Commission is proposing to amend the Township
Zoning Ordinance by creating a new zoning map. Staff has reviewed the new map
for accuracy with the Township Zoning Ordinance and offers the following summary
for your review. Staff comments are written in italics and underlined while changes to
the ordinance are written in red.
Zoning Map Changes
Deerfield Township’s original zoning map was published in May 2002. According to
Landplan, Inc., the Township’s planning consultant, “the new zoning map only
documents the numerous rezoning’s that were already approved over the past 17
years since the adoption of the current zoning map in 2002. No new changes are
being proposed, aside from the more graphic and clearer delineation of the districts
and updated parcel/lot info”. The proposed map will include a new light industrial
zoning district.
The old zoning map used 9 different zoning classifications that included the
following:
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P-1: Natural Resource Protection
A-1: General Agriculture
A-2: Small Farms/10 acre minimum
A-3: Small Farms/5 acre minimum
A-4: Small Farms/2 acre minimum
R-1: Medium Density Residential
R-2: Shoreline Residential
R-3: Manufactured Housing Community
B-1: Local Business

The proposed zoning map will include the following designations that combine some of the above
referenced classifications:
P-1: Natural Resource Protection
A-1: General Agriculture
A-2, A-3, and A-4: Small Farms
R-1, R-2, and R-3: Residential
B-1: Local Business
I-1: Light Industrial
Staff comments: The proposed zoning map combines the small farms and residential zoning
districts and adds the light industrial district. The light industrial district is the only addition and
results from rezoning’s of land that has taken place in the township over the years.

Township Planning Commission Recommendation: APPROVAL. There were no comments at
the January 17, 2019 public hearing.
Recommendation: APPROVAL. The proposed zoning map is well defined and brings the
Township Ordinance up to date.

Livingston County Department of Planning
MEMORANDUM

Kathleen J. Kline-Hudson
AICP, PEM
Director
Robert A. Stanford
AICP, PEM
Principal Planner
Scott Barb
AICP, PEM
Principal Planner

TO:

Livingston County Planning Commission and the Howell
Township Board of Trustees

FROM:

Scott Barb, Principal Planner

DATE:

February 13, 2019

SUBJECT:

Z-08-19. Amendments to Zoning Ordinance: Article 2
Definitions, Section 2.02 Definitions; Article 19 Sign
Regulations, Numerous Sections.

The Howell Township Planning Commission is proposing to amend the Township
Zoning Ordinance by modifying several sections of Article 19 regarding signage in
the Township. The purpose of the amendments are to update the sign ordinance for
compatibility after the 2015 Reed v Gilbert decision that established content
neutrality for signage and to clarify existing sign regulations. Staff has reviewed the
proposed changes for accuracy and compatibility with the Township Zoning
Ordinance and offers the following summary for your review. Staff comments are
written in italic and underlined while changes to the Ordinance are written in red.
Article 2 Definitions, Section 2.02 Definitions
Various sign definitions will be deleted in this section and moved to Section 19.02
Definitions.
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Article 19 Sign Regulations, Section 19.01 Purpose
The ‘purpose’ section of the sign ordinance will be modified to include the additional
text as follows:
A. Recognize that the principal intent of commercial signs is to serve the public
interest, for providing accurate information to the public, not for creating
visual blight, and not for compromising safety.
B. Recognize that the proliferation of signs is unduly distracting to motorists and
non-motorized travelers, reduces the effectiveness of signs directing and
warning the public, causes confusion, reduces uniform traffic flow, and
creates potential for accidents.
C. Prevent signs that are potentially dangerous to the public due to structural
deficiencies or disrepair.
D. Enable the public to locate goods, services, and facilities without excessive
difficulty and confusion by redistricting the placement of signs.
E. Prevent placement of signs which will conceal or obscure signs of adjacent
uses.
F. Preserve and improve the aesthetics and character of the township by
encouraging signs of consistent size which are compatible with and

complementary to related buildings and uses, and harmonious with their
surroundings.
G. Provide regulation that focuses on the time, place, manner, and physical
characteristics of signs, but not the content of signs in accordance with the
First Amendment of the United States Constitution.
Staff comments: The new section provides more detail and clarifies the intent and purpose of the
sign ordinance. The previous section was vague, inconsistent, and offered little explanation
regarding the purposes of a sign ordinance for the Township.
Article 19, Section 19.02 Definitions
The following definitions have been modified to read as follows:
A. Abandoned Sign: A sign that has ceased to be used, and the owner intends no
longer to have used it for the display of sign copy, or any sign not repaired or
maintained properly, after notice pursuant to the terms of this Article.
B. Billboard: Meaning any freestanding sign on a parcel of land which does not include
another principal structure. Such sign shall be established as a principal use.
D. Candela per meter squared: A unit of measure of the intensity of light radiating from
a surface equal to one candela per square meter of surface.
G. Flag: A sign consisting of a piece of cloth, fabric, or other non-rigid material.
I. Freestanding or Ground Sign: A sign supported from the ground by one or more
poles, posts, or similar uprights, with or without braces.
K. Shopping Center: A group of two (2) or more stores, offices, research or
manufacturing facilities which collectively have a name different from the name of
any of the individual establishments and which have common off-street parking and
entrance facilities.
L. Sign: In this definition, the following will be added: Placards not exceeding one (1)
square foot in area bearing only property numbers, post box numbers, or names of
occupants on premises shall not be considered signs.
Staff comments: Not all definitions have been revised. The ones that are listed were revised to
clarify and/or grammatically correct the definition.
Article 19, Section 19.03 General Sign Regulations
Minor changes will take place in this section and are as follows:
A. Illuminated Signs
1. In the AR, SFR, and MFR Districts, only indirectly illuminated signs shall be
allowed provided such sign is so shielded as to prevent direct light rays from being
visible from the public right-of-way or any adjacent residential property. This shall
exclude permitted electronic message signs for schools, churches, libraries, or public
institutions.
3. No sign shall have blinking, flashing or fluttering lights or other illuminating devices
which have a changing light intensity, brightness, or color, or which are so
constructed and operating as to create an appearance of writing or printing, except
that movement showing, date, time and temperature exclusively may be permitted.
Nothing contained in this Ordinance shall be construed as preventing use of lights or
decorations related to public or private celebrations religious and patriotic festivities.
Beacon lights or search lights shall not be permitted as a sign for advertising
purposes except as provided in Section 19.10 Temporary Signs.

Staff comments: Indirectly or internally illuminated signs are allowed in other zoning districts other
than the residential districts.
Article 19, Section 19.04 Signs Permitted in All Districts
Minor changes that will take place in Section 19.04 include the following:
A. Flagpoles and Flags: In all districts, up to three flagpoles not exceeding fifty (50) feet in height
may be installed, and up to two (2) flags may be displayed per flagpole. No permit shall be
required for a flag or flagpole.
Staff comments: Flags will be allowed in all zoning districts.
Article 19, Section 19.05 Prohibited Signs
Changes in Section 19.05 are as follows:
A. Miscellaneous signs and posters: Tacking, pasting, or otherwise affixing signs or posters visible
from a public way except “no trespassing”, “no hunting”, “beware of animal”, warning or danger
signs, and other legal postings as required by law located on the walls of buildings, barns, sheds,
on trees poles, posts, or fences is prohibited except “no trespassing”, “no hunting”, “beware of
animal”, warning or danger signs and other legal postings as required by law or as provided in
this Article.
E. Parking of Advertising Vehicles: This section has been modified to allow parking for vehicles that
have advertisements on them if they are engaged in service or delivery of a business on the
premises.
F. Abandoned Signs: Abandoned signs that is located on the side of a building or the wall of a unit
that no longer has a tenant, advertise an activity, business, product, or service no longer
conducted or available on the premises on which the sign is located shall be removed within
thirty (30) days of the abandonment of the use of the premises the time that the sign lapses into
disrepair, or the time when the owner no longer intends to use the sign.
G. Unclassified Signs: Signs which contain obscenity according to state or federal law are
prohibited.
Staff comments: The amendments in Section 19.05 serve to alleviate potential ‘nuisance’ signs.
Article 19, Section 19.06 Permitted Signs in AR Districts
Changes to this section include the following:
A. One sign advertising the name and type of farm products grown on a on an active farm premises
which is being used for a farm agricultural operation. Such sign shall not exceed sixteen (16)
square feet in area.
B. One identification sign shall be permitted for each vehicle entrance from public street road
frontage for a vehicle entrance, for a school, church building or other authorized special use or
lawful nonconforming use except a home occupation. Where a church has an announcement
bulletin as permitted in Section 19.04 C herein, said identification sign shall not be permitted.
Each sign shall not exceed eighteen (18) square feet in area or eight (8) feet in height.

Article 19, Section 19.07 Permitted Signs AR, SFR, OS and MFR Districts
Changes to this section will included the following:
A. One entrance sign is permitted for subdivisions, multiple family, office building, or Mobile Home
Park not to exceed eighteen (18) sq. ft. in area at vehicle entrances.
B. One sign is permitted for each vehicle entrance from a public road for schools, churches, or
pubic buildings not to exceed eighteen (18) sq. ft. in area.
Article 19, Section 19.08 Permitted Signs in NSC, RSC, RT, HSC, HC, and I Districts
This section is being primarily amended to delete “exterior” when dealing with wall signs in
referenced districts. Time/temperature signs are also removed from this section where such signs
may be included in a shopping center or other integrated group of stores.
Article 19, Section 19.09 Billboards
D. Design: Billboards shall be square or rectangle of a traditional design.
Staff comments: The remainder of the changes in this section are grammatical only.
Article 19, Section 19.10 Temporary Signs
A. Temporary Wall or Window Signs
1. In all districts, the Zoning Administrator may allow two (2) temporary wall or window signs up
to a forty-five (45) day period, not more than three (3) times per year. All temporary signs
permitted under this provision shall otherwise comply with all requirements pertaining to height
and area for the zoning district in which the sign is located.
2. All temporary wall or window signs which are not properly maintained shall be removed at the
order of the Zoning Administrator.
B. Temporary Ground Signs
1. In all districts, up to three (3) non-illuminated temporary ground signs shall be permitted per
parcel, provided the combined sign area does not exceed forty (40) square feet. One
additional non-illuminated temporary ground sign may be permitted per each twenty (20) feet
that a parcel exceeds one hundred (100) feet of road frontage. For each additional sign, the
parcel shall be permitted an additional four (4) square feet added to the total combined sign
area. The minimum setback for any temporary ground sign from any property line or public
right-of-way shall be ten (10) feet.
2. All permitted temporary ground signs may be displayed for no more than one hundred eighty
(180) days per year. Following the expiration of the one hundred eighty (180) day period, the
landowner shall remove the temporary ground sign. Failure to timely remove a temporary
ground sign constitutes a violation of this Article.
D. In all districts, all types of temporary signs shall comply with the following:
1. Temporary signs shall not be attached to any utility pole or be located within any public rightof-way.
2. Temporary signs shall not be located closer than ten (10) feet from the edge of the traveled
portion of the roadway, nor shall they be located within any dedicated right-of-way.
3. Temporary signs shall not be erected in such a manner than they will or may reasonably be
expected to interfere with, obstruct, confuse, or mislead traffic, or create a hazard of any kind.
4. No temporary sign may be displayed without the consent of the legal owner of the property on
which the sign is mounted or displayed.

Staff comments: Another large section of the sign ordinance, temporary sign regulations have been
amended to reflect more detailed and concise regulations regarding the placement, sizes, and
districts these types of signs will be permitted in. Temporary signs are now permitted in all zoning
districts subject to the above referenced regulations.
Article 19, Section 19.11 Exempted Signs
C. Notices indicating “no trespassing”, “no hunting”, “beware of animal”, warning or danger signs,
and other similar notices which don’t exceed a size of 10 inches by 14 inches.
Article 19, Section 19.12 Nonconforming Signs
Nonconforming signs shall not:
A. Be reestablished after the activity, business, or usage to which it relates has been discontinued
being abandoned for ninety (90) days or longer.
Article 19, Section 19.13 Permits and Fees
Changes to this section are minimal. References to various sections within the sign ordinance are
made, but no major changes are being made to the content of Section 19.13.
Article 19, Section 19.14 Removal of Signs
Changes include the following subsection(s):
B. A sign shall be removed by the owner or lessee of the premises upon which the sign is located
within thirty (30) days after the business which it advertises is no longer conducted on the premises
sign has been abandoned. If the owner or lessee fails to remove the sign, the Township may
remove it in accordance with the provisions stated in Section 19.13.A preceding. These removal
provisions shall not apply where a subsequent owner or lessee occupies the premise conducts the
same type of business and agrees to maintain the signs to advertise the type of business being
conducted on the premises provided the signs comply with the other provisions of this Ordinance.
Article 19, Section 19.15 Electronic Message Signs
Changes to this section are minimal. The only addition to this section is the frequency of electronic
message signs shall be restricted to no less than once every nine (9) seconds.
Staff comments: Previously, the regulation was once every six (6) seconds.
TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: APPROVAL. There were no
comments at the January 22, 2019 public hearing on the proposed text amendments.
RECOMMENDATION: APPROVAL. The proposed text amendments are compatible with the
Howell Township Zoning Ordinance.

Livingston County Department of Planning
MEMORANDUM
TO:

Livingston County Planning Commissioners and the
Green Oak Charter Township Board of Trustees

FROM:

Kathleen Kline-Hudson, Director

Kathleen J. Kline-Hudson
DATE:
AICP, PEM
Director

SUBJECT:

Robert A. Stanford
AICP, PEM
Principal Planner
Scott Barb
AICP, PEM
Principal Planner

February 13, 2019
Z-09-19
Article I In General, Sec. 38-1, Definitions, and Article IV
Supplementary Regulations, Sec. 38-202. Marihuana Establishments
Prohibited

This proposed text amendment is related to a municipality’s right to completely
prohibit or limit the number of marihuana establishments with its boundaries, under
the provisions of the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act (MRTMA).
Proposed additions to existing text are noted in bold red underline, deletions in
strikethrough, and staff comments are noted in bold, italic underline.
Article I. In General, Sec. 38-1, Definitions
The Green Oak Township Planning Commission proposes to add the following
definition to Sec. 38-1 Definitions:
Marihuana Establishments: Those establishments as provided for in the Michigan
Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, Initiated Law 1 of 2018, MCL.333.27951,
et seq., as may be amended.
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County Planning Staff Comment: By referring to the act for the definition of
“Marihuana Establishment”, Green Oak Township will not have to change the
definition in their ordinance if MRTMA is amended. The MRTMA definition is:
“Marihuana establishment” means a marihuana grower, marihuana safety
compliance facility, marihuana processor, marihuana microbusiness,
marihuana retailer, marihuana secure transporter, or any other type of
marihuana-related business licensed by the department.
Article IV. Supplementary Regulations, Sec. 38-202, Marihuana Establishments
It is proposed that this new Sec. 38-202 be added to read as follows:
Sec. 38-202. – Marihuana Establishments Prohibited.
Green Oak Charter Township hereby prohibits all marihuana establishments within
the boundaries of the Township pursuant to the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of
Marihuana Act, Initiated Law 1 of 2018, MCL 333.27951, et seq., as may be
amended.
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County Planning Staff Comments: Following is a summary of the provisions of
the MRTMA legislation affecting local governments (courtesy of Dickinson
Wright, PC.): Municipalities must affirmatively “opt out” to prohibit recreational
marihuana establishments. In contrast to medical marihuana facilities, which
can only operate in municipalities that have “opted in” to such facilities,
recreational marihuana establishments may (subject to licensing
requirements) operate in any municipality that has not adopted an ordinance
affirmatively “opting out” of such establishments under the Michigan
Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, 2018 Initiated Law 1 (the
“MRTMA”).
Green Oak Township’s proposed language in Sec. 38-202. affirmatively
prohibits all recreational marihuana establishments.

Township Planning Commission Recommendation: Approval. The Green Oak
Charter Township Planning Commission recommended Approval of the zoning
ordinance text amendments to Articles I and IV at their January 17, 2019 meeting.
There were no public comments at the January 17, 2019 public hearing for the
proposed text amendment.
Staff Recommendation: Approval. The proposed text amendments appear to be
consistent with the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, Initiated Law
1 of 2018.

